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[PREFACE 


Ir HE Extreme ee ſs of ihe 
Preſent Age, and the Daring Efforts 
which have been made from the Prels, to 
ſubvers the Foundations of all Religion, both 
Natural and Reveal'd, bave induc'd Me 
jo venture the Following Sheets abroad; 
which were written with a more Limited 
View. If They may, thro God's Bleſſing, 
be of any Benefit to Religion, or Uſeful 
to particular Perſons in the Common Con- 
duft of Life; but eſpecially to ſuch as 
axe Defieu'd for the immediate Service 
of God; 3be Author will have gain d Hu 
1rmoſt End in the Publication of Them. 
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Dear 80 N; 


onſidering the great Corruption 
— of the preſent Age, in reſpect 
12 Hor Principles and Manners, and 

| the Danger which Toung Men are 
more eſpecially liable to, at 
their Firſt ſerting out into the 
World ; 1 was well pleas d with Your deſi- 
ring, upon this Removal to a Situation ſo far 
Diſtant from me, ſome Brief Directions in 
writing, for Your Conduct. This would have 
been but a Reaſonable Part of that Paternal 
Care, which I have always defird and endea- 
vourd to ſhew towards You : and it is the 
more ſo, as a Compliance with Your Own 
Requeſt ; So that, I hope, the ſame Good 
Providence which mov'd You to ask fo agree- 
able an Office from Me, will both incline and 
enable You to make a Good Uſe of it. Take 
therefore my Thoughts, upon this Occaſion, 
as they readily occur to me, without expecting 


any great — either to Style or Method. 
B | BUT 


as 


2 Advice to a Son 


Bur, before I enter on ſuch Particular Dj. 
rections as are more immediately appropriated 
to Your Preſent Station, I ſhall premiſe ſome 
General, and, J hope, Uſeful Reflections on 
the Excellent Nature, the Bleſſed Ends, and the 

| Invaluable Advantages of Religion. 


Bx ſure to imprint on your Mind this Great 
and Irrefragable Maxim, That the Founds- 
tion of True Wiſdom and Happineſs, conſiſts in 
&® the Knowledge, Fear, and Love of God.” This 
is a Firſt and Sure Principle, which You may 
ſafely relie on; and will ever hold Good, 
with regard to the True Comfort and Happi- 
neſs of this World, as well as of the World to 
come. Religion has no Enemy fo Dangerous 
as Jonorance : For if the Careleſs and Unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind, did but know and con- 
ſider it more, They would certainly love it 
better; and would need no Arguments to 
convince Them, that 'tis a Way of Pleaſanineſs, 
as well as the Only Path of Peace. 
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Br the Knowledge of God, I do not mean 
That you ſhould endeavour to form any Cu- 
rious and Explicite Ideas, concerning His Infi- 
nite Perfections, His Eternal Counſels and 
Decrees, or the Untraceable Ways of his Pro- 


vidence, in Governing all Things in this 
| World, 
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a. bs Univerſity: 2 
world, with a Subſerviency to His Own Glory, 
and to the Final Good of thoſe Reaſonable Be- 
dings, whom he has endud with a Power of 
e Choice, and Self Determination: And much leſs, 
n W That You ſhould endeavour a Solution of that 
e Great and Adorable Myſtery of the Ever-bleſſed 
and Incomprehenſible Trinity, in an Inſepara- 
ble Unity of Eſſence and Operations. The Ho- 

t ly Scripture, which is both the Standard of Our 
- W Faith, and the Unerring Rule of Our Obedi- 
" W ence, has given Us very Full and General Inti- 
mations of the Infallible Truth and Certainty 
of Theſe Sublime and moſt Comfortable Do- 
ctrines; ſufficient for a ſure Ground of Our Faith 
and Rational Aſſent; but not to gratifie our Nice 
Speculations, by ſearching farther in Them 
than They are Reveal'd. And it is Obſerva- 
ble, That whenſoever any Perſons, of an Un- 
warrantable Curioſity, have gone off from the 
Language and Plain Sence of the Divine Reve- 
lation, in their Attempts to explain Theſe 
Sacred Myſteries, They have uſnally perplexd 
Themſelves with Inextricable Difficulties, ra- 
ther than added any further Light to Thoſe 
Standing and Fundamental Truths. Had the 
Explicite Knowledge of Theſe Eſſential Mat- 
ters of Faith, been any Ways neceſlary to 
I i the Great Ends of Religion, They would, 
- | doubtleſs, have been expreſsd in the Sacred 


e with as much Plainneſs as Thoſe 
5 * Practical 
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Practical Rules which are of the. moſt Imme: 
diate Importance to be clearly Underſtood by 
Every One, in Order to form and accompliſh 
the Chriſtian Life. To Know, that Feſus 
Chriſt who gave his Life a Ranſom for Our Sins, 
that He might Redeem Us from the Eternal 
Wrath which was due to Them, was truly and 
perfectly both God and Man, is indeed requiſite 
to Our Faith, in his Atoning and All-ſufficient 
Merits, and the Ground of our Juſtification 
and Acceptance with God. This is ſo clearly 
Reveal d and abundantly Inculcated throughout 
the whole Scope of the Evangelical Writings, 
That, without ſome Degree of Knowledge and 
Faith in Him as ſuch, We are incapable of 
Salvation by Him, and can have no Claim to 
the Ineſtimable Benefits of the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant: But, to comprehend the Manner of that 
Myſterious Union of the Two Diſtinct Na- 
tures in Him, is neither Poſſible, nor would 

be Profitable to Us. Such Knowledge, if we 
could attain to it, would be rather Unſuitable 
to the Nature of Faith ; which, the Scripture 
tells Us, is the "E>zyyG-, the Argument, Proof, 
or Evidence of Things not ſeen : And it may 
be eſteem d as none of the leaſt Ends of God, 
in the Manner of Revealing His Bleſſed Will 
to Mankind, to humble Them by a Modeſt 
Ignorance of Thoſe Sublime and Supernatural 
Myſteries, that They may be the more ſenſi 
bly 
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bly ae, with what is requiſite to be 
Ea Underſtood, and Practis d by Them. 
Therefore, ſince God has been pleas d to draw 
a Veil over the Glorious and Infinite Perfe- 

ions of His Own Incomprehenſible Nature, 
Subſiſtence, Counſels and Operations; and 
ſince We can form no ſuitable Conceptions of 
Them, by reaſon of the Vaſt Diſproportion 
of Our Weak and Limited Capacities; it muſt 


needs become ſuch Frail, Imperfect, and De- 


pendent Creatures as We are, with all Hum 
ble Gratitude to acknowledge the Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Authority, and Faithfulneſs of God, 
in what He has condeſcended to reveal to Us 
in His Holy Word ; to relie on the Truth and 
Certainty of His Promiſes ; and, by a patient 
Continuance in Well-Doing, to ſatisfie our Selves, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, with Knowing But in Part, 
and with Seeing darkly, as through a Glaſs; 
till the Happy Time ſhall come, wherein Our 


Faculties ſhall be enlarg'd, to Know God more 


perfectly; zo behold His ado and to ſee Him 
as He is. 


IG NORAN CE, may very properly be call'd 
the Mother of Superſtition, or of an Implicite 
Faith, and a Blind Obedience: But, That it 
can be any Help to True Devotion and Solid 
Piety, will go down with no Other, than ſuch 


J Corrupt Church as can ſwallow the Groſleſt 
Abſur- 


1 WEE to 4 "we 


Abſurdities. For, as the Chriſtian Religion i is 
the moſt Perfect Revelation of the Divine Will 
to Mankind, and the Laſt that is ever to be 

expected in this World; ſo tis the moſt Rea- 


| Jonable Service: Being perſectly agreeable; both 


in its Nature and End, to the Pure and Un- 
prejudic'd Reaſon, as well as the Higheſt In- 
tereſts of Mankind. One of the Peculiar and 
Diſtinguiſhing Excellencies of it, is, That 
Every Thing neceſſary to be Known, Believ'd, 
and Practis d by Us, in order to Our Everla- 
ſting Happineſs, is therein ſo expreſsly Re- 
veal'd, that No Perſon, of an Humble, Wil 
ling, and Unprejudic'd Mind, can fall into any 
Dangerous Miſtakes, concerning the Principles 
and Duties of it. 'Tis an Inſtitution, above all 
Others, the moſt Kind, Beneficent, and Con- 
_ deſcending to the Wants and Infirmities of 
Human Nature ; and every Way ſuited to 


promote and ſecure the true Peace and Com- 
fort of This Life, as well as the Eternal Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Next. The Ceremonies of it 


are Few, and eaſily apprehended in their Sig- 
nification and Uſe: And the Duties which it 
requires, are Plain and Reaſonable, Eaſie, 
Pleaſant, and Advantageous ; being ſuch as 
are attended wirh an ample Reward at Preſent, 


ſufficient to over-balance Our utmoſt Care and 
Diligence in the Performance of Them; be- 


mo a > ht and Eternal Weight of 
G ws 
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Glary, which They will be crown'd with in 
2 Future State. And, indeed, This ſeems to 
be the true End and Meaſure of that Happy 
Revelation, which God has been pleas'd to 
| make of Himſelf, and of His Bleſſed Will to 
Mankind ; namely, That They might know 
ſo much of His Gracious Purpoſes towards 
Them in Feſws Chriſt, as may excite 2 very 
Deep and AﬀeRting Sence of His Infinite 
Goodneſs and Love; and be ſufficient to | 
form their Minds, with a ready Choice and 
a becoming Thankfulneſs, to Believe in, to 
Love, Adore, and Obey Him. Therefore, the 
Infinitely Wiſe Author, and Glorious Pattern 
of our Holy Religion, has thought fit to ſet 
Modeſt Bounds to the Curious and Inquiſitive 
propenſions of Human Nature; and, inſtead 
of filling the Head with Unprofitable Specula- 
tions, to enrich the Mind with a Pure and 
perfect Syſtem of the moſt Excellent Know- 
ledge, in the Plain and Neceſſary Rules of an 

Holy Life. The principal Scope of His Hea- 
venly Doctrine and Miniſtry, was, To inſtruct 
His Followers in the One Thing Needful ; 
i. e. To make all their Aims, Deſires, and 
Endeavours in this World, ſubſervient to the 


Great Affairs of Eternity; to govern their 


Corrupt Wills, their Irregular Paſſions and 255 
fections, by Pure and Sanctify'd Reaſon; te 


live above the manifold Changes, T , 
905, 


8 Advice to a Son 
ons, and the inordinate Love of this World; 
to raiſe their Minds into a Temper truly Di. 
vine; and to fit them for that Glorious Iube- 
ritance, among the Saints in Light. All Other 
Kinds of Knowledge, fall ſhort of the true 
End of Man; and conſequently are attended 
with ſome Allay, either of Uncertainty or 
Defect; ſufficient to pall the Appetite, and 
to Nader the Satisſaction incompleat: Accor- 
ding to that Anigmatical, but very Juſt Ob- 
ſervation of Solomon, who was the Beſt quali. 
fy'd Judge; — He that increaſeth KXnowlenge, 
#ncreaſeth Sorrow; q. d. The greater Pitch 
* a Man arrives at, the more ſenſibly He is 
* aftected with the Inſufficiency of it, either 
= ſupply His Defects or to fatisfie His De- 
* fires,” So that, if We ſeriouſly reflect on 
the narrow Limits of Our preſent 7deas ; if 
We duly conſider, How little Time the ſhort 
Span of this Life affords, either for the Attain- 
ment of Knowledge, or the Satisfaction of 
Our Minds with what We have acquir'd: 
And that, after the moſt Diligent Searches 
of this Kind, We muſt unavoidably remain 
Ignorant of many Things, even of far more 
than Thoſe which we can clearly comprehend ; 
it will appear both as a neceſſary Part of Our 
Duty, and highly becoming Us as Reaſonable 
Creatures, to direct Our Endeavours chiefly 
towards the Improvement in ſuch Knowledge 
| as 


at the U t 5 0 


IT is of the Higheſt Importance to Us; ſuch 


as bears the moſt immediate Relation to, and 
has the greateſt Influence upon our Preſent 
and Eternal Happineſs. Such was that No- 
ble Choice of a very Eminent and Learned 
Apoſtle , who had made great Proficiency in 
Other valuable Accompliſhments, when He 
Determin'd fo Know Nothing, in a Compara- 
tive Sence, but Feſus Chriſt, and Him Crucified; 
i.e. © To employ His Time and Thoughts 
* chiefly in contemplating that moſt Delight- 
5 hs Subject of the Divine Love, in the 
4 whole Deſign and Accompliſhment of Man's 
© Salvation ; and to contribute His utmoſt 
- Endeavours towards the promoting of that 
© Bleſſed End, by the Happy Progreſs of the 
© Goſpel.” This He ſometimes calls 4 My- 
fery : Not ſo much on the Account of an 
Difficulty or Obſcurity in its Doctrines, — 
are clearly and ſufficiently reveald to Us, as 
Becauſe it had been, in a great Meaſure, hid 
from Former Generations, and was then made 
manifeſt in the Church. Elſewhere, He ſty les 
it 4 Myſtery of Godlineſs + Becauſe its Chief 
Deſign was to make Men, not Exact arid 
Accompliſh'd Philoſophers, or Warm and Ea- 
ger Diſputants; but Holy, Regular, and Ex- 
emplary in their Lives. He has indeed ſtrictiy 
enjoin'd Us, 10 hold faſt the Form of Sound 


Words, or the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian 
"0 F 2885 
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nl as 2 Sacred Truſt committed to Us: 


So that We may in no wiſe give up any 
point of Doctrine, either immediately taught 


by Our Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, or compil'd 
from thence by his Inſpir'd Apoſtles : But We 
are indiſpenſably oblig'd to preſerve it Whole 
and Uncorrupted (as He further adds) with 
Faith and Love which i in Chriſt. Feſus. But 
notwithſtanding this Apoſtolical Injunction, 
We both warrantably may, and ought to make 
a Juſt Difference between that ſure Founda. 


tion containd in the Holy Scripture, which 
is the Unalterable Rule and Standard of Faith, 


and the Superſtructures, Additions, or ſtraind 
Interpretations of Men. In Sum ; We are 


ſtrictly oblig d to Soundneſs in Principles, as 


well as in Practice; 70 hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of Our Faith withour wavering ; and, on all 
Proper Occaſions, to contend earneſtly in the | 
Defence of it: So as not to be toſs d to and 
fro by every Wind of Doctrine, or any Neu- 
invented Opinions, which either the Pride, 
unwarrantable Arrogance, or Subtilty of De- 
ſigning Men may form to Themſelves. 


THE Knowledge of God, in the Revelation 
of His Bleſſed Will by Feſas Chriſt, will ne- 
ceſſarily lead Us to a Superlative Love of 
Him, as the Eternal Fountain of all Grace, 


Wiſdom, Power, Truth, and Holineſs, and 


What 


%. i % & — r * © Ss - 


.. 
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g bee elſe is ſuited to the true Happineſs 


of Reaſonable Creatures. Perfect Purity, 
Diffuſive Goodneſs, and Unchangeable Love, 


are the Eſſential Properties of His Nature ; 


even the moſt Pure and Abſtracted Love, 


the moſt Perfect and Satisfatory Goodnels, 


without the leaſt Poſſibility of Allay or Va- 
riation : So that, in turning the Chief Cur- 


rent of Our Thoughts and Deſires towards 
Him, We truly anſwer the Higheſt End and 
Deſign of our Being. Herein we may fafe- 


ly indulge that Nobleſt Paſſion of Love, and 


allow it the greateſt Latitude: For as the 


Object is the moſt Worthy, and infinitely 


exceeding the utmoſt Compaſs of Our 
Thoughts; fo it deſerves, and ought to com- 


mand Our higheſt Admiration. And We 
cannot eaſily fall into any other Defect, than 
that of not Admiring and Loving Him e- 
nough. If 'tis ſo highly Delightful to a Re- 


ify'd and Well-govern'd Mind, to Contem- 


plate the manifold Wonders of Creation and 
Providence, wherein the Glory of the Di- 
vine Attributes is eminently diſplay d; How 
much more muſt it needs be ſo, to Con- 
template, Adore, and Love the infinitely 


_ Wiſe and Glorious Creator Himſelf, in whom 


all thoſe Rays of Derivative Goodneſs, Pow- 


er and Wiſdom, meet together in the high- 
eſt Exaltation ; ; But, more eſpecially, i in that 


Cx Stu- 


12 FMAdvicetoaSomn 
Stupendous Scheme of Man's Redemption 
by Feſas Chriſt, which was ſo full of Won- 


5 der and Love, that thoſe more Perfect Be- 


ings, the Bleſſed Angels, are ſaid to Deſre 
to look into it! Hence will neceſſarily follow, 


a Delightful Endeavour both to Know and 
Obey the Good, and Perfect, and Acceptable 
Will of God; to be conform'd to his Image 
by Righteouſneſs and True Tlolineſs; and to 
imitate, ſo far as a Finite Nature is capable 
of, all thoſe Communicable Divine Attri- 
butes, Truth, Juſtice, Mercy, Forgiveneſs, 


Patience, and Univerſal Goodneſs. In a 


Word, This Holy Fervour of Divine Love, 
as it gets the Aſcendant upon the Mind and 
Aſſections, will gradually raiſe Them from 
Earth to Heaven, by a Delightful Confor- 
mity to the Holy Nature and Will of that 
infinitely Good and Gracious Being, on 
Whom They are thus happily plac'd : Even 
a God, who cannot be reſembld by any 
Other of the Human Paſſions ; and who has 


cCondeſcended, by This, of Love, to reveal 


His Own Incomprehenſible Nature and Mer. 
eikul Diſpoſition to Mankind. Hereby He 
has aſſur d Us, not only, That He is the 
Univerſal Proprietor, Governour, and Bene- 
factor of the whole World, the Author and 
Fountain of all the Good that We enjoy, 
and of the Higheſt Happineſs that We can 


hops 


| 
| 
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hope for; but That He is perfectly recon- 
cild thro Feſus Chriſt, the Free Gift of His 
Eternal Love, to all Thoſe who ſo truly 
hope in His Mercy, as to Believe in, Obey 
and Love Him beyond all other Objects. 
And, for Our further Encouragement to en- 
age in this, ſo Reaſonable, ſo Pleaſant, and 
Advantageous a Duty, againſt the contrary 
Bent of our Corrupt Nature, He has alſo 
aſſurd Us, That Our preſent feeble and 
imperfect Services, ſhall not only be graci- 
ouſly accepted, but infinitely rewarded, with 5 


Fulneſs of Foy, continually ariſing from His 58 


preſence; and with thoſe Everlaſting Plea- 
ſures which are at His Right Hand. By - 
attaining to this Higheſt Pitch of Chriſtian 

Vertue, and Divine Wiſdom, Te love God © 
above all, We both compleatly anſwer that 
indiſpenſable Duty of Gratitude, peculiar to 
Reaſonable Beings, and moſt eſſectually pur- 
ſue Our own Intereſts too: For, we can ne- 
ver truly love Our ſelves, but as the Love 
of God is a Superior Principle, to influence. 
and govern all the Actions of our Lives. 
Then, the Natural Conſequence will be a 
Conſtant and Delightful Engagement in all the 
Inſtituted Duties of Religion, and a Daily Re- 
courfe to Him, by Prayer, Praifes, and Pious 

Contemplations; join d with the ſincereſt En- 
deavours: to prom the Honour of His "= 
a | 
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| = Worſhip in the World. Such is the Na- 
ture, and Such the Happy Effects of this Di- 
vine Vertue of Charity; which, the Holy 
Scripture tells Us, will cover a Multitude of 
Faults : Not only from Man to Man; but 
*twill find Gracious Allowances from the In- 
finite Mercy and Goodneſs of God, for innu- 
merable Frailties and Infirmities ; ſo as to cauſe . 
our Hearty and Sincere Services, tho' ſhaded 
with much Weakneſs and Imperſection, to be 
Favourably accepted, thro the Perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Atoning Merits of a Mediator. 


TuE Other Branch of Charity, which re- 
ſpects Our Fellow. Chriſtians, is alſo every way 
Amiable and Advantageous : : For, This is no 
other than a Stream, which flows from the 
ſame Divine Fountain; vzz. a ſettled and pre- 
vailing Sence of the Love of God. Twill teach 
Us to eſteem All Mankind, as Partakers of 
the Same Common Nature, with the Wants, 
Inſirmities, and Paſſions incident to it; as 
bearing a Reſemblance of the Same Eternal, 
Mind, and conſequently capable of being 
Subſervient to the Glory of God, and to 
Each Other's Happineſs. But, more eſpecially, 
*twill oblige Us as Chriſtians, (Not only of 
a Particular Denomination, but Members of 
the Same Myſtical Body, the Church Uni- 
Verſal) to all mutual Offices of Love, Sym- 

6 | pathy, 
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pathy, aud Kindneſs, from the Stronger Ties 
of a Spiritual Relation; as Partakers of One 
Heavenly Calling, Heirs of the Same Bleſſed 


Hope and Promiſes ; or Subjects of the Same 


Heavenly Kingdom. It being therefore un- 
deniable, That Every Man living is ſo far Di- 
tant from the Divine Likeneſs, and conſequent- 
ly from True Happineſs, as He h from Love 
and Charity: There cannot but be, to every 


Pious and Vertuous Mind, a Secret Pleaſure 
in Doing Good, and a Solid Satisfaction ari- 
ſing from all Acts of Kindneſs and Compaſ- 


ſion; or, as St. Paul expreſſes it, ſhewing 


Mercy with Chearfulneſs : : Since it is the No- 


bleſt Emulation, To imitate Our Heavenly 


Father, in the Unlimited Diſtribution of His 
Daily Benefits to Mankind. How Amiable 


then is it, from the Stronger Reaſoning, and 
How perfectly Agreeable to the Divine Will, 
for Brethren, initiated by One Baptiſm, into 


the ſame Univerſal Church, agreeing in all 


the Eſſentials of the Same Chriſtian Faith, and 
acknowledging the Same Divine Rule of Do- 
ctrine, Diſcipline and Manners, to Duell toge- 
ther in Unity And, whilſt They profeſs to 
be travelling towards One Heavenly Canaan, 


having the Same Incorruptible Inheritance in 


View, to take Heed that they fall not out by 
the Way; upon Account of ſuch ſmall Diffe- 
rences as are of Themſelves, if manag d with 


a Pru- 


yn Or DB; N cr Es 
— ——— — — 2 : n 


———2*V? 222 ²⁵ẽ 422 „ — — — „ 


ew ny 
LS: 


1 
1 m — aur 7 WAG: } 7 is > Fer AE " . 1 EIT EET ONT.” * * 
vs —— „„ 1 — ep IE . — 5 5” bt - 3 7 4 * 
— er en br ge Pe LN EE 8 * > 9s; — v3 
N „ w * 23:2 « . e gs ee ts prom Ie < AP $2” os . NP ax — 
— r "Me" «4 75 — 2 — N E PE — L * 
. 7 — — * —— wo _ yy —ö — __ ___—s . —— Aa « 6 — — — — 
SORE — r 2 7 = — ner er a = = bs 
— ha ren — . —— FIG Of: ” - * 


ne 


—— 


DICE * 

—— — — 
Arr. ——— 
. —ů 

— — — 


1 
WW 
aun 
— 


Ds. 20. 
——————— 

* o r 
— — — — 


1 
1 
1 
Fi 
7 
BLN 
1 
Fi 
4 
1 
: 


16 Advice to a Son 
a Prudent and Reconciling Temper, inſuf 
cient to fruſtrate the Great End unanimouſly 
propos'd by Them ! How greatly is it to be 
wiſh'd, That where Thoſe Differences are very 
Small (Too ſmall to ground a Separation up: 
on) They who have unhappily. Divided on 
that Account, would ſhew an Hearty Diſpo- 
ſition to Return, for the Sake of Unity and 
Peace, and for Strengthening the Common 
Intereſts of Religion? Eſpecially at a Time, 
when the very Foundations of Chriſtianity are 
openly undermin'd ; and with a greater De- 
gree of Inſolence, chan has been heretofore 
_ obſerv'd ! Certainly, All They who are Well. 
wiſhers to the General Cauſe of Reveal d Re: 
ligior, which is the greateſt Bleſſing on this 
Side of Heaven, have the Higheſt Reaſon 
imaginable, to lay aſide their Private Animo- 
ities, and too Uncharitable Cenſures, and to 
join Their utmoſt Efforts in repelling the ma- 
ny Audacious Attacks of Thoſe Common 
Enemies, who aim at no leſs than an Extir- 
pation of the very Name of Chriſtianity out 
of the World. One of the Beſt Steps towards 
ſuch Vigorous and United Endeavours would 
be, To obſerve, with Meek and Unprejudicd 
Minds, that Exhortation of the Bleſſed Apeſtle: 
= Above all Things to put on Charity; which 
is not only the Bond of Perfefneſs, as it is 
the neareſt Reſemplance of the Divine Nature, 


but 
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but the ſtrongeſt Cement both of Chriſtian 
and Civil Society, and the Beſt Preſervative 
ol all Order, Unanimity and Peace. Nor can 


there be any Thing in the World more agree- 


able to the pureſt Reaſon, than That Our 


Deportment towards. Our Fellow - Chriſtians, 


ſhould be truly Humble, Candid, and Free 
from Raſh Judgments ; ready to Forgive, and 


forward to interpret their Words, Actions, and 
Intentions in the moſt Favourable Sence ; as 
well as To pity and cover their Infirmities, ſo 


far as they are of a Private Nature, and do not 


affect the General Credit or Intereſt of Reli- 
gion : Whilſt We have a Due Regard to the 
Great Example and Precepts of our Bleſſed 
Lord, and a Becoming Sence of the Daily 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs which Every Chriſti- 
an, in His Beſt Conduct, ſtands in need of at 


the Merciful Hands of God. As Charity there. 
fore is a Vertue truly Divine; in as much as, 
of all Other, it makes Us the moſt Like to 


Him who is Eſſential Goodneſs and Love; fo, 
tis evident, That the Great Apoſtle, ſo often 


quoted, very juſtly gives it the Preference to 


Thoſe Other Cardinal Vertues, Faith and Hope : 
For, tho' They are All excellently ſuited to 


Our preſent Condition in This World; yet, 


upon Weighty Conſiderations, it will appear, 
as He obſerves, That the Greateſt of Theſe i 


Charity, This does not only abide with Us 
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as 2 Faithful Friend, to the Laſt Moment of 
Our Lives ; but, to Our Unſpeakable Comfort, 
will paſs over with Us into the Other World. 
Tis every way ſuitable to the State of Hea- 
ven, and to all the Purpoſes of a Bleſſed Im- 
mortality ; being the Conſtant Diſpoſition of 
that moſt Excellent Rank of Beings, the Holy 
Angels, and of the Spirits of Fuſt Men made Per- 
fett For, there They ſee God as He is; i. e. 
the Fountain of Love, Purity, and Holineſs : 
And, the more They fee of Him, the more They 
muſt needs love Him, and Each Other, from 
the mutual Reflections of His Likeneſs. When 
that Faith, by which We are now animated 
and ſupported under the many Evils, Calami- 
ties, and Dangers of this Pilgrimage, fhall be 
chang d into a Clear Sight, and a Perfect 
Knowledge of God, as the Higheſt Good : 
When Hope, the Chief Comfort and Divine 
Repaſt of the Soul, whilſt it is encompalsd 
with a Body of Sin and Death, ſhall be 
ſwallow'd up in a Compleat and Everlaſting 
Poſſeſſion of that Supream Good, which it has 
long d, and yet patiently waited for: In a 
Word ; when all Imperfections ſhall ceaſe for 
ever; and the Soul, with its Faculties inex- 
preſſibly irradiated and enlarg d, ſhall be united 
to a Spiritual and Incorruptible Body: Then, 
This moſt Excellent, and Abiding Vertue of 


wn ay 
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Charity, ſhall diſplay it ſelf, in an Holy Con- 


ſort 2 eiae and Praiſe: to . 


8 5 s | 
- Ts an: 95 ity are yet ignorant of the 
Solid and Ineomparable Pleafure of a Religi- 


ous Life, be fo Raſh as to imagine, That it 


has any Tendeney to four the Fempers of 
Mankind ; by — Them of any Inno- 
cent Chearfulneſs, of Seaſonable and Mode- 
rate Diverſions, or of the True and Lively 
Senfations, of a Femporal Happineſs. So far 


the Contrary ; That Religion tends, above all 
Things, to promote and ſecure the trueſt 


Taſt, and the moſt Comfortable Enjoyment 
of This Life, as well as the Everlaſting Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of Next. It does not require of 
Any One, That He ſhould keep His Thoughts 


always upon the Stretch; but allows a Relaxa- 


tion, by Sober Mirth and Innocent Diverſions; 
ſo far as They are attended with no Ill Con- 
ſequents, and do not take up too much of 
that Precious Time which was given for more 
Excellent Purpoſes. It deprives Us of no Gra- 
tiications which are becoming a Reaſonable 
Mind; None, but ſuch as would be Iighty 
Injurions to our Selves, and of a Dangerous 
Influence in reſpect of Others; None, but ſuch 
25 are inconſiſtent with a Due Regard to that 


Future and Everlaſting State, towards which 
We are nn. Every Day. It keeps up, in- 
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20 Advice to a Son 

deed, a Lively Remembrance That the Great 
Affairs of Eternity, depend on the Wiſe Ma- 
nagement of a very Short and Uncertain Life 
on Earth: And, That the neglecting or tri- 
fling away of this Opportunity, would be ſuch 
2 Loſs, as the whole World, if We were in 
Poſſeſſion of it, could make no Reparation for. 
Therefore, He is certainly the Eaſieſt, the 
moſt truly Chearful and Happy Perfon, Who 


ſo governs Himſelf in the Purſuit of His Tem- 


poral Affairs, of His Pleaſures and Recreations, 
as to take the neceſſary Care of his Everlaſting 
Intereſts, Beſide ; upon a Fair Examination, 
Every Chriſtian Vertue will be found ſo far 
from a Diſagreeable Task, that it carries Strong 
and Sufficient Motives, taken from Preſent and 
Senſible Benefits, along with it ; and ſpeaks 
for it Self, better than any Advocate can do 
on its Behalf. Temperance is both Wiſdom and 
Health ; as it tends to preſerve Soundneſs of 
Body and Mind. Contentment is a Kind of All- 
ſufficiency ; in as much as it makes the Beſt 
ol Every Condition, by keeping the Mind al- 
ways Rich in it Self, tho' it can command 
Nothing elſe; and teaching Men how to abound 
in the midſt of Want. Charity has all the En- 
dearments of Friendſhip, and wil turn even the 
moſt Diſagreeable Parts of Converſation into 
a real Advantage. Truth and Fuſtice, ſhew 4 
Good and Generous Mind, which can always 

e 


at the Univerſity. 21 
ſubſiſt from it Self, and diſdains every Mean 
and Unworthy Artifice of promoting a Private 
Intereſt. Compaſſion, and a Delight in Doing Good, 
are lively Emanations from the Eternal Foun- 
tain of Goodneſs, whoſe Tender Mercies are 
over all His Works. A Patient Enduring of In- 
juries, and requiting Them with Kindneſs, How 
mean ſoever it- may ſeem in the Opinion of 
the World, is in Reality the trueſt Wiſdom and 
Fortitude : As it very often diſarms an Adver- 
ſary of the Will to do Hurt; which is a No- 
bler Victory than to diveſt Him of the Power. 
However, This ſhews ſuch a Greatneſs of 
Mind, as will raiſe a Man above His Ene- 
mies, and make Him every way Supe- 
rior to the worſt that They can do unto Him. 
'Tis certainly much more for the Comfort of 
this Life, to Forgive Injuries, than to keep up 
a corroding Remembrance of Them, by me- 
ditating Revenge: And 'tis far more Prudent 
to rejoice than grieve at Another's Proſperity ; 
for, by the One We enjoy a Share in His 
Bleſſings; but, by the Other, We loſe the true 
Taſt of our Own. What greater Pleaſure, 
what truer Satisfaction can there be, than for 
a Man to conform the whole Conduct of His 
Liſe, to the Moral Rectitude and Perfections 
or the Supream Being: To find Himſelf Daily 
recovering out of the vileſt Diſparagement of 
His Nature, and regaining the Divine 4 
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= 1 which i is His Higheſt Glory and Dig- 


nity > Such an Happy Temper of Soul is 
like the Return of Eaſe and Health, after 4 
Painful Sickneſs; or of Freedom, after a 


| Long and Slaviſh Conſinement. This gives | 
the trueſt Relith of all Temporal Bleſſings, 


entitles a Man to the Watchful Care and 
Protection of the Divine Providence ; and 
enables Him, at all Times, to Eat His Bread 
with a Chearful Countenance, and to take 


His Reſt without Diſturbance, i. e. without 


the Uneaſie Checks of an Accuſing Conſci- 


ence. He that is thus at Peace with God, 


with His Own Soul, and with all Mankind, 
by conforming His Life to the Holy Rules 
of Religion, is only qualify'd. to live above 


all the Ruffles and Diſquieting Changes of 


This World; to poſſeſs His Soul in Patience, 


in Holy Security and Peace; to govern Hig 


Sinful Appetites, and Diforderly Paſſions 

preſerve Juſt and Regular Thoughts ; and to 
perſevere in Well-doing, fo as to pleaſe God, 
and procure Everlaſting Advantages to Him- 
ſelf, He can delight in all Good and Ver- 
tuous Actions, as well from their Own in- 
trinſie Worth, as from the ſure Proſpect of 
that Glorious Reward, to which They tend. 
For Wiſdom, Goodneſs, . Juſtice, Truth, and 
Faithfulneſs, in the Habitual Exercifes of 


Them, are as perfectly agrecable to the _ 
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of Every Good Man, as the moſt —_ 


Colours are, to a Clear Eye; or the moſt 
Melodious Sounds, to a Well-diſposd Ear. 


But This is a Pleaſure which the Senſual and 


Unthinking Libertine is altogether a Stranger 
to; whilſt He willingly ſuffers Himſelf to 
become wholly immers'd in Sence, or in gra- 
tifying the Low and Brutal Paſflions of the 
Soul, in oppoſition to the Nobler Dictates of 
Reaſon and of Reveal'd Religion. He endeavours 
to ſatiate His craving Appetites, by a perpe- 
tual Circle of ſuch Unworthy Actions, as can- 
not, in the Nature of Things, afford Him 


any true Content: And therefore, His Mind 


is never at Reſt ; but, like the Troubled Wa- 


ters, always caſting up Dirt and Filthineſs. 


No Slave, that is condemn'd to Row in the 
Gallies for His Life, endures ſo Vile and Mi- 


ſerable a Bondage. For, thoſe Chains can 


only confine the Body ; but, in the Other, the 
Mind it ſelf is enſlavd : Every Senſe, Every 
Thought, Every Faculty of the Soul, is en- 


gag'd in the Worſt and Vileſt Servitude: For 


He that habitually commits Sin, ſo as to chooſe 
and delight in it, i the Servant of Sin. Under 


theſe Unhappy Circumſtances, the Guilty 


Mind, inſtead of being its Own Comforter, 


is forc'd to flee from it Self; as unable to bear 


an Impartial Repreſentation of its paſt Con- 


duct: And then, How flat and inſipid, How 


unecven 
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24 Advice to a Son 
uneven and interrupted, are all the Fore 
_ Pleaſures arifing from that Diſhonourable 
Round of Vanity and Change, wherein it has 
been ſo inceſſantly engag'd ! Theſe, at Beſt, 
from the conſcious Guilt which attends Them, 
like the Hand-Writing on the Wall to Belſhaz- 
zar, are enough to damp the Gaiety of Mens 
Spirits, and to intermix Cold and Shivering 
Thoughts with their greateſt Jollity. But, 
ſuppoſing there were no Danger of ſuch In- 
terruption, and that They could go ſmoothly 
on in the Way which They have choſen; 
How inconſiſtent with their Own Sentiments, 
is the general Conduct of ſuch Unhappy Per- 

ſons; whilſt They can't be content to make 
the Moſt of it, but wilfully turn their Tma- 
gind Sweets into Real Bitterneſs, by ſhort- 
ning Thoſe Dear-bought Pleaſures which They 
are fo eagerly Fond of! When They have 

_ arrivd at ſuch an Height of Stupidity, in 
' ſporting with Prophaneneſs, as to get the Ma- 
ſtery over their Reaſon and Conſcience, (Tho 
Theſe are very apt to recoil upon Them ;) 
yet They uſually hurry on, with a precipitant 
Halt, to that Place of Silence, where all their 
Pleaſures are at an End; where all Hopes of 
Repentance are cut off, and nothing remains, 
but to expect the Diſmal Wages of Sin. Cer- 
tainly then, upon a right and impartial Stating 
of theſe Matters, a Conſtant and Uniform 
. Couric 


Will of God, is not only the moſt Perſe Free- 


dom to every Wiſe and Conſiderate Mind, 
but the Higheſt Honour which a Rational 


Being is capable of. For, if the Path of Re- 
ligion and Vertue, tho, in a great meaſure, 


untrodden by the Generality of Mankind, is 


as the Dawning, or Firſt Beams of Eternal 


Glory; inſomuch, that a Learned Heathen 


could eſteem One Day's Experience of it, pre- 
ferable to an Immortality of Vice : And if a 
much Greater Perſon than He, who had the 
Clearer Advantages of Divine Revelation, has 
averrd it to be, as the Shining Light, which 


ſhines more and more unto the Perfect Day; 


How inconceivably Joytul, How Bright and 
Glorious will That Day it ſelf be, to all Thoſe, 


who, Having finiſhd their Courſe on Earth, 
and paſs d the Time of their ſojourning here, . 


in the Frar of God, and in a Delightful Con- 
formity to His Will, ſhall be tranſlated by 
the Friendly Hand of Death, and a ſur- 


rounding Guard of Bleſſed Angels, from the 


Obſcure and Imperfe& Foretaſts of Happineſs 
in This Life, to a Full and Perfect Enjoy- 
ment of it, in a Glorious Immortality ! There- 
fore, Every Prudent, Conſiderate, and truly 
Pious Chriſtian, who has made the Great Af- 
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Courſe of Piety, in Obedience to the Reveal d 
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- ef Religion, and the Due Care of His 
Soul the Chief Buſineſs of This Life, cannot 
but rejoice in Hope, when He ſeriouſly reflects, 
„ That tis but a little while e're He ſhall be 
ce removd from the Dull Enjoyments of Senſe, 
* from the Dangers and Temptations of this 
* World, and from all the Changes of Time 
and Tranſitory Things, to Thoſe Purer Re- 
gions above, which are never ruffl'd by any 
Storms or Clouds; where perfect Serenity 
and Joy, are Eternally ſettled ; where Wiſ⸗ 
“ dom; Truth, and Faithfulneſs, are the Ever- 
© laſting Entertainment, and All rejoice in 
© mutual Love: And, in a Word, where Per- 
4 fect Holineſs and Perfect Happineſs ſhall 
* Dwell for Ever. All the preſent Indigni- 
ties, the Raſh Cenſures and Reproaches, which 
He undergoes from the Ignorant, Unthinking, 
or Malicious Part of Mankind, will be chang'd 
into Joyful Congratulations, from that Kind 
and moſt Exalted Rank of Beings which en- 
compaſs the Heavenly Throne ; and from 
that Bleſſed Society of Pious Souls who have 
already enter'd into the Foy of their Lord. 
And, as Every Step towards the Grave, 
brings Him nearer to Thoſe Eternal Manſions 
of Peace and Love; ſo the Proſpect of it al- 
fords Him abundant Encouragement to pro- 
ceed, not only with Patience, but with a pecu- 
lar Alacrity and DOES in the Ways of God's 
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Commandments. And now, if Any One, upon 
Theſe Conſiderations, can be ſo Stupid and 
Indolent, ſo Obſtinate and Inflexible, as not 
to Determine Himſelf in the Speedy Choice 
of a Religious Life, Tho' there were no 
Stings of Conſcience, nor Danger of Con- 
demnation attending a Wicked and Licenti- 
ous Courſe | (as We are infallibly aſſur'd 
there is) He has not a Soul capable of any 
true Delight, nor a Spirit Great and Generous 


enough to behave Himſelf like a Chriſtian. 


Ars Theſe General Intimations cf the 
Excellent Nature and the Ineftimable Advan- 
tages of Serious and Unaffedted Piety, with 
Regard to the Happineſs of This Life and 
of the Lite to come ; I proceed to give You 
fome Special Pivot for Your Particutht 
Conduct, Therefore, 


* 


I. Be ſure That Jou neglect not Even 
Morning to make an Humble aud Thank- 
ful Acknowledgment of the Goodneſs of 
God in Tour Preſervation ; imploring His 
Guidance, Protection, and Bleſing in all 
Tour nen 
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Advice to a Son 


_ Prayer and 7 1 are the - inſeps 
blo Dictates of Natural Religion, as an U. 
niverſal Homage due from all Reaſonable 
Creatures, to their Almighty Creator, their 
Gracious Preſer ver, and continual Benefac- 
tor. And Theſe are, more eſpecially, an 
indiſpenſable Duty, from all Thoſe be 
have been eminently favour'd with the Re- 
velation of that Bleſſed and Only Medium, 

thro' Whom They have a moſt Encouraging 
Aſſurance, that their Petitions will be graci- 
ouſly heard and accepted. That This is 
the Supreme and moſt Eſſential Part of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, We are not only aſſur d 
from Divine Revelation; but the Feathers, | 
as I obſerv'd, were taught ſo by the Light 
of Nature, and have left very Excellent 
Teſtimonies concerning it, ſufficient to ſhame 
Many Chriſtians, for their inexcuſable Neg- 
lect of ſo General a Duty, The Enchiridi- 
on of Epictetus is a Notable Inſtance of this 
Kind ; and likewiſe the Excellent Contem- 
plations of Boetius . Seneca tells Us, 
* That God is always at Hand : That His 


— 


+ De Conſolatione Philoſophie, L. 3. 
en Ep. 41. en 5 
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Spirit is within Us, a Conſtant Obſerver of 
Our Hearts, and ready to afiſt Us. And Hi- 
erocles ſpeaks of Prayer + as the Rule of 
Our Requeſts to God, and of His Gifts to Us. 
But, above all Others, the Royal Pſalmiſt re- 
preſents This as His conſtant and moſt De- 
lightful Employment, both in the Private E- 


levations of His own Heart, and in the Pub- 
lick Addreſſes of the Sanctuary. He was fo 
inurd to this Divine Exerciſe, that it be- 
came, as it were, His proper Element, the 


very Life of His Soul, and the Sweet Air 


in which He was moſt Deſirous to breathe. 
And He had certainly the Higheſt Reaſon 


imaginable ; ſince This (as Theophilact has 


obſerv'd) is © The Gate of Heaven, by Which 
Pious Souls have always a Free Acceſs to 


* God. Such an Humble and Devout Ac- 


knowledgment of Our Dependance upon 
God, is both Honourable to Him, and high- 


ly Beneficial to Our Selves; as it engages 
Us to receive His Daily Benefits with a 


becoming Thankfulneſs and Adoration, and 
prepares Us to receive New Favours conti- 


nually at His Hands. And further, by re- 
ceiving Our Common Bleſſings in this Re- 
gular Way, We have a more Comtortable 
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30 Advice to a Son 
Sence of His Goodneſs and Love; which gives 
the Sweeteſt Taſt, and the moſt Satisfactory 
Enjoyment of Them. If You do not chooſe 
to compoſe a Suitable Form, Vou may find ve. 
ry Good Ones in Biſhop Patrick ; in that Ex- 
cellent Book, calld The Whole Duty of Man; 
and in that Little Treatiſe which J gave You, 
entitl'd The Great Importance of a Religious Life 

The Two Latter J would recommend to Your 
frequent Inſpection; as alſo Biſhop Beveridges 
Private Thoughts; Dr. Goodman, on the Parabl: 
of the Prodigal Son, and His Winter Evening's 
Conference, The Laſt is a Piece of Strong 
and Maſterly Reaſoning, on the Authority and 
Obligations of Reveal'd Religzon ; excellently 
ſuited to This Degenerate and Unbelieving 


A ge. 


. Having impartially reflected on Your 
Conduct in the preceding Day, as to the 
Regularity or Defects of it; Do not fail 
to offer up Tour Pious and Socomeing Ac- 
knowledgments of God's Goodneſs and Mer- 
ciful Providence towards Tou ; ſupplicating 
His Pardon for your General or Particular 
Failings ; and reſigning Tour Self to His 
Bleſſed Care and Tuition, as into the Hands 
of a — Creator. ” 


So 


at the Univerſity. 


so many are the Contracted Stains and © 
Caſual Defilements in Your Daily Converſe, 
thro' Inadvertency, Surprize, and too often 


Deliberate Choice; and fo great is the Exor- 
bitance of thoſe numberteſs Thoughts, which 


are happily cruſh'd before they are form'd into 
Overt - Acts; that You will have continual 


Need of Recourſe to the Cleanſing Fountain, 


which God has gracioufly opend to that End; 
and to the Propitiatory Sacrifice, which He 


has condeſcended to provide and accept on the 
Behalf of True and Humble Penitents. Not 
to be ſenſible of, nor affected with the inherent 
Frailties of Human Nature, and the Dangers 
to which You are continually exposd, would 
thew an Indolence which may turn to Your 
great Diſadvantage. Tis a peculiar Attribute 
of the Great Keeper of Iſrael, that He neither 
Slumbers nor Sleeps : And tis both the Duty 


and Intereſt of Every Chriſtian, to imitate. 


Him, as much as poſſible, in ſuch Vigilaney ; 
that They may order their Steps aright, and 


make Daily Advances in the Race which is ſet 
before Them. * Seneca gives You a Noble Ex- 
ample of ſuch Wiſdom and Conduct, in Sextzus 
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32 Advice lo a Son _ 
a Philoſopher ; That in the Cloſe of Every 
Day, He took a careful Review of it ; expo- 
ſtulating thus. What Temptations have J 
« avoided 2 What Vice have I refiſted > Whereiy 
* have I improv'd my ſelf? And“ Pytha- 
goras, You know, admoniſh'd His Scholars, 
Every Night before They ſlept, to call Them- 
ſelves to an Account for the Actions of the 


Day paſt; enquiring, Wherein they had tranſ. 


greſsd > And what Good They had done, of 
omitted to do 2 Since Every Day is a valuable 
Part of Your Life, which will be plac'd to 
Your General Account; 'tis highly Prudent 
to conſider Every Morning the Duty of it, 


with the proper Seaſons of Doing it ; and to | 


charge Your Self, with a Diligent Regard to 
it: And then, at Night, to take an Impartial 


Review of Your paſt Conduct; either to Your | 


Comfort or Caution, and Future Improvement. 
For, if the Sun ought not to go down upon Tour 
Wrath, much leſs ſhould it upon God's Wrath; 


whilſt You negle& to reconcile Your Self to 


Him, by renewed Acts of Repentance, Faith, 
and the pureſt Devotion. By ſuch an Habi- 
tual Practice, You will be able to give 3 
Right Turn to Your Thoughts, fo as to dil- 
poſe Them the better for a Quiet and Com- 
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ſortable Reſt; and, in the Intervals of it, to 
ſupply ſuch Befect by Pious Contemplations, 
and the moſt improving Exerciſes of the Mind; 

bearing ſome Proportion to that Happy Frame, 

acknowledg d by the Divine P/almiſt ; --- When 
1 awake, I ami ſtill with Thee. 


II Be alwaj's 120 Serious and Recollefled 
in Tour Thoughts, when Jou join in the 
Public Stated Prayers ; either in Tour 
Chapel, or in the more General Chriſtian 
A ſemblies. 


Your Compliance with Theſe, only as 4 
Matter of Cuſtom, or with Regard to Your 
Credit, whilſt Your Mind is taken up with 


Light, Wandring, or Incoherent Thoughts, 


will be ſo far from turning to any Real Ad- 
vantage, that Nothing can more directly tend 
to alienate Your Affections from all ſerious 
and becoming Senſe of Religion and Piety. 
And indeed, were it not for the Sake of Ex- 
ample, and of the Dangerous Influence upon 
Others, 'tis Difficult to determine, Whether 4 
Cold, Lifeleſs, and Superficial Perſormance ol 
Religious Duties, or the Total Omiſſion of 
Them, be the more Unacceptable to God. 


'Tis extreatnly Dangerous, to deal deceitfully 
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with the Supreme and Omniſcient * 


, OO IO 
< F 


Thoſe immediate Acts of Adoration and Praiſe, 
wherein He condeſcends ſo far as to eſteem 
Himſelf Honour'd by His Creatures. And tis 
an Invaluable Privilege, That, for Our Encou- 
ragement to engage, with Pure and Devout 


 Aﬀections, in ſo Reaſonable a Duty, He has 


graciouſly aſſurd Us of His Readineſs to hear 
and anſwer Our Private, and more eſpecially, 
our Joint Petitions, in the Prevailing Name 
of that Bleſſed Advocate, who ever lives to make 
Interceſſion for Us. They, who thus Habitual- | 
ly and Delightfully wait upon God, in the Ways | 
of His Own Appointment, Hall renew Their | 


| Strength + Like the Palm-Tree, They ſhall flou- | 
 riſh always in the Courts of Flis Houſe ; - and 


the Beauty of Holineſs will ſhine out in their 
whole Converſation. The Everlaſting Moral 
Obligation of the Fourth Commandment, and 
the Change of that Seventh Part of Time, 
(Dedicated to Religious Worſhip) from the 
Laſt, to the Firſt Day of the Week, by our | 
Bleſſed Saviour, who was Lord of the Sabbath, 
in perpetual Remembrance of His Reſurrecti- 


on, are Points which, I think, I need not incul- 
| cate to You. As for ſuch who are willing to 
fall in with the Common Current of Licenti- 
ouſneſs, and to Diſpenſe with what They do 


not like: It They would ſubmit to a fair 
Enquiry, They cannot but find, That the Wri- 
ting 


at the Univerſity. > & 
tings of the Holy Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
the conſtant PraQice of the Primitive Church, 


in the Firſt and Pureſt Ages; and the Excel- 
lent Writings of many Learned and Judicious 


Men, in Our Own Church, are indiſputably 


Clear and Full in this Matter. From all which, 
' You will readily infer the Great Indecency 
and Unwarrantableneſs of chooſing This, as a 


Cuſtomary Day for Making or Receiving of 


Viſits; or Employing any Part of it to ſuch 


Light and Vain Purpoſes, as are inconſiſtent 
with the Nature and Ends of Religion. 


IV. Renew often Tour Solemn Baptiſmal De- 
dication to the Faith and Obedience of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, by a Religious and Devout Re- 
courſe to that Other Holy Sacrament infli- 
N by Him. 


Ix This, Our Compaſſionate Saviour has, 
in a ſpecial Manner, ſhewn Himſelf to be, 
what He had declard more at large to the 
Incredulous Jews, The Bread of Life. By the 


Gracious Influence of His Spiritual Preſence 
and Bleſſing, in Theſe Outward Repreſenta- 
tions, He has condeſcended to deal familiarly 
with Us, in a Way ſuitable to Our Weak Com- 


poſition and Capacities; and humbles Himſelf, 
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26 Advice to a Son 
by uniting virtually with the Sacramental Ele- 
ments; that both Our Faith and Sight, may 
| jointly contribute to Our Spiritual Edification 
and Comfort. The Inſtitution it ſelf, is very 
Clear and Poſitive: And it deriyes a Diyine 
Authority and Obligation, from the ſpecial 
Command of Our Bleſſed Redeemer, and So- 
vereign Law-giver. Twas His Dying- Charge 
to His Diſciples; and both conſtantly practis d, 
and faithfully tranſmitted by Them to all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages: So that a moſt Reverend and 
Conſcientious Obſervance of it, is indiſpenſa- 
bly Due from Every Clirctinn, The Cere- 
monial Law was indeed aboliſh'd, by the ſame 
Authority which ordain'd it ; when the true 
End and Accompliſhment of that Inſtitution 
Was obtaind, But This Sacred Ordinance is, 
by our Saviour's Expreſs Command, to con- 
tinue till His Second Coming in Glory: So 
that the Deſign of it, which was To keep up 
a Thankful and Perpetual Remembrance of his 
Death, cannot ceaſe, whilſt He has a Viſible 
Church on Earth, Neither is This Holy Sa- 
crament to be conſider'd merely as a Token 
of His Suffering for Us ; but likewiſe as a 
Confirming Seal of the Covenant of Grace ; 
wherein the Pardon of Our Sins, Spiritual 
Peace, and Reconciliation with God, and all 
Other ineſtimable Benefits of that Covenant 
- are > Fonvey d to Vs, Herein Tho peculiar 
Evan- 
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Evangelical Graces, Repentance, Faith ad Love, 
are renew'd, confirm d, and eminently heigh- 
tend. When We conſider Our Sins, as the 
Cauſe of Our Bleſſed Saviour's inexpreſſible 
Abaſement and Sufferings; what Hatred, what 
Indignation, what Pious Reſolutions, what 
Care and Watchfulneſs againſt them, will it 
not ſtir up in Us ? And then, the Humble and 
Contrite Heart, and the truly Tender Con- 
| ſcience, will receive abundant Conſolation and 
Hope, by conſidering That His Sacrifice is of 
Infinite Value and Efficacy; and That the 
Weakeſt Chriſtian, if He he truly and obediently 
Penitent, Truſting in His All-ſufficient Merits, 
has as. full an Intereſt in it, as if it had been 
offer d up ſingly for Him; and may, with So. 
lid Comfort, both apply and appropriate it to 
Himſelf, A Lively and Obedient Faith in the 
Atoning Merits, the Propitiatory Sacrifice, and 
the :nfoite Loye of our Gracious Redeemer, 
makes Him to become Ours, by an Inſepara- 
ble Union: We then Dwe/ in Him, and He 
in Us ; ſo that We may be ſaid zo receive of 
His Falueſs, Grace for Grace. In This Sacred 
and moſt Comfortable Ordinance, He Delights 
to ſhew His Reviving Preſence, and to diſplay 
the exceeding Riches of His Love. Here the 
Divine Comforter moſt readily deſcends, like 
the Healing Angel at the Pool of Betheſda + 
And Here, in a | ſpecial manger, God chooſes 

f 70 
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to ſpeak Peace to His People. And now, the 
Happy and Natural Conſequence is a Pious 
| Reſolution, join'd with Diligent Care and En- 
deavours, to live anſwerably to Theſe ineſti- 
mable Benetfis and moſt folemn Engagements, 
by a Steady and Delightful Obedience to the 
Holy Rules and Precepts of the Goſpel. For 
it is certainly but Juſt and Reaſonable, That 
fince Chriſt has condeſcended to Die for Our 
Sins, We ſhould Die to Them, and Faithfully 
Dedicate Our Lives to His Honour and Ser- 
vice : And as often as We renew Our Claim 
to the Invaluable Benefits and Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel-Covenant, We ſhould imprint on Our 
Minds, a Lively and Indelible Remembrance 
of Our Obligations to the peculiar Duties of it. 


V. Conſider ſeriouſly, That Touth is the Fit- 
teſt Time of Tour whole Life, to receive 
the Deep and Laſting Impreſſi ons of all So- 
lid . and Pertue. 


You are not 1 ooly calld upon, by Strong 
and Pathetical Exhortations in the Iaſpird 
Writings, (Which are the moſt Perfect, Autho- 
ritative, and Unerring Rule of Life) to an 
Early Remembrance of Tour Creator, by Dedica- 
ting the Firſt Exerciſes of Reaſon, and the 

Prime 
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Prime or Choiceſt of Your Affections to Him, 
before the Dangerous Inſinuations of Pride, 


Vanity, and Vice, and the Force of Bad is 5 


amples have got the Aſcendant over Them: 
But You are likewiſe furniſh'd with many Ex- 
cellent Arguments and Inſtructions of this 
Kind, in the Writings of Moral Philoſophers ; 


particularly, in Two Valuable and very Uſeful 


Books, which I know You are well acquain- 


ted with, viz. Xenophon's Kues Tue, and 


Cicero de Offciis. Theſe are excellently ſuited 
to form the Unprejudic'd and Flexible Minds 
ol Young Men, to the Love and Purſuit of 
Every Thing that is Vertuous, Uſeful, and 


Commendable. Above all, Let this Great 


Axiom have the Chief Sway with You, That 
the Fear of God is the Beginning, the Height, 
and Perfection of Wiſdom : And then, certain- 
ly, the ſooner this Happy Foundation is laid, 
twill be the more Safe, Laſting, and Immo- 
vable. 1 think, there is no Part of Sacred 
Writ, that affords more Lively and Cogent In- 
vitations to this moſt Delightful and Advan- 


tageous Habit, of an Early Seif-Dedication to - 


the Love and Service of God, and chooſing 
Him for Your Guide, Portion, and Ultimate 
End, than the Pſalms of David, and the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon, together with Thoſe well- 
weigh d Admonitions of His Declining Age, 


in the Book of Eccleft 3 In the Laſt, You 
will 


FF ̃ bun or erengtie r e r bene eee 


” 
——— 1 — — bt en eee 
— ———— TTT rr 
oe a ce EASE 


rns .... 
e 


——  — — — — ——— —— —— — Pe, TRACT rea nas; ACTI RT NT, oY Ss oe by * 


—UüU—äʒͤũ — — or — ]. Sage * 


— — 


— ti 
— . men A ITT TIA = 


Ls 
Leo Cu ND. Se 


— —— — 
I . + — * 
— ——  — 


n e 2 
- . —— >> noe — — 2 — HAS ts» > FARE! 
— - L oy « 
wh 2 I 8 222 — 


An to 4 "Ws 


, find, That all the Gaieties of Youth, 
wherein too Many are apt to indulge Them. 
ſelves, and all the Toilfome Care and Labours 
of more Advanc'd Yeats, it! purſuing the Con- 
veniencies, Riches, or Pleafures of this World; 
will turn to but a very Poor Account, ben 
the Scene of Action is almoſt over, and 4 
Man has Nothing but the Views of Eternity 
before Him. His only Solid Comfort will 
then be, To look back on a Well ſpent Life ; 
and to be truly ſatisfied, That 22 Simplicity and 
Godly Sincerity He has bad His Converſation in 
the World; that He has been' Mindful of the 
Great End 'of His Being, and, in His General 
Conduct, obſerv'd a Due Regard to the Ho- 
nour of God, the Welfare of Mankind, and 
the Everlaſting Intereſts of His Own Soul. 
Therefore, You may aſſure Your Sell, That 
tis extreamly Dangerous for any Perſons at 
Your Age, either thro Giddineſs or Inadver- 
tency, to give a Wrong Turn to their Thoughts 
at their Firſt ſetting out into the World: In- 
ſomuch, that very often the Conſequence is 
Fatal, and the Miſchief never repaird aſter- 
wards : For, indeed, nothing is more uſual, 
and, as it were, natural, than for Young Mea 
to go on in the Way which They Firſt chooſe, 
e 3 it be Good or Bad. If They happen 
to take a Wrong Blass, and ſhould afterwards 


recover Themſelves ; - the Task, which would 
al 
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at Firſt have been very Eaſie, or rather per- 
fectly Agrecable, becomes almoſt as Difficult, 
25 o remove a Mountain. Our Bleſſed Savi- 
our's inſtructive Parable of the Talents, and 
His Application of it, plainly ſhews, That God's 
Expectations of Fruitful and Obedient Returns 
from Mankind, will be proportion'd to the 
Means of Knowledge; the different Degrees 
of Capacity, and the Special Aids of His 
Grace, which He has afforded Them. If You 
ſhould now be ſo Unhappy, as to turn the 
Deaf Ear to Thoſe many Kind Exhortations, 
and Encouraging Motives to Picty and Good- 
neſs, which He has given You in His Holy 
Word, You cannot be ſure That He will af- 
ford You the Grace to Conſider, Repent, and 
Reform Hereafter. Such a Diſpoſition of 
Mind, is chiefly in His Hands, and not al- 
ways within the Reach of Human Power ; 


eſpecially alter long-continu'd Provocations ; 


So that it may be ſaid of Your Age, with a 
Diſtinguiſhing Emphati is, --- Now is the Accep- 
table Time; Now is the Day of Salvation. Let 
Me further add, (What is ſhocking to me to 
mention, or ſo much as ro think of ) That it 
the Faithful and Conſcientious Care, the Ma- 
ny Improving Inſtructions, and the Pious Ex- 


ample of ſo Good a Maſter as You have been 


Educated under, as well as the Frequent Cau- 


tions and Serious Admonitions of a very At- 
G > 
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fectionate and Indulgent Father, ſhould not 
anſwer the Happy End propos d; Your Cafe 
will be far more inexcuſable than that of Ma- 
ny Others: But I hope Better Things of Ton; 
and could not have forc'd my Self to ſuch Ve. | 
hemence of arguing, from any other Motive 
than an Earneſt Regard to Your Good. Under 
This Head, I ſhall only leave with You this 
Plain and Undeniable Aſſertion, (Which I de- 
fire You will often think of)“ That an Harh 
* and Hlabitual Reſiſtance of the Bent of Corrupt 
% Nature, and of the Vicious Examples and 
Vnſinuations of Others, by ſubmitting to the 
* Wholſom Reſtraints and Excellent Rules of 
&* Religion, with Choice and Delight, is the No. 
& leſt Sacrifice, and moſt Highly Acceptable to 
* God.” For, You may ſafely depend upon 
it, All the Cheating Pleafures which This 
World can afford, if it were poſſible for You 
to take Them in One Comprehenſive View, 
would not be an Equivalent for One Volun- 
tary Deviation from the Strait Way which 
leads to Everlaſting Happineſs: And He cer- 
tainly pays too Dear for all the Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Pleaſures on Earth, who purchaſes 
Them with the Violation of His Conſcience, 
and the Loſs of His Innocence. 


VI. Bt 


” 
4 
. 
| 
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VI. Be Cautious and Prudent in the Choice 
ef Tour Company; Eſpecially, of Thoſe, in 


Confidence. 


Or all Creatures in This World, Man is 


only Qualified for the true Comfort and Hap- 


pineſs of Social Life: Without which, He 
would have very little Preeminence above 


thoſe Lower Ranks of Senſitive Beings, which 
were ſubjected to Him by the Laws of Cre- 
ation. Plainneſs and Integrity of Heart are 
Eſſential Ingredients to a Temporal Happi- 
neſs, and the very Life and Support of Or 


derly Converſation : But Theſe are Flower / 


which do not grow in Every Soil ; tho 


where They are wanting, Men ſink inte the 


Vileſt Diſparagement that a Reaſonable Na- 
ture is capable of; and are no better than 
Painted Pageants, ſer off with an Artificia/ 


_ Varniſh, but wanting Lite and Soul, and e 


very Thing that beſpeaks an intrinſic Worth. 


'Twas therefore Excellent Advice of Seneca, 
| * That We ſhould ſo ſerially regulate Our 


. — 
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Thoughts, as if They were always expos'd to 
Open View; and manage Our Behaviour to- 
wards Others, with as much Fidelity and Ju- 
ice, as if the World could penetrate into the 
very inmoſt Receſſes of Our Minds. But, tho 
a Courteous, Candid, and Obliging Deport- 
ment, free from Deceit and Artful Diſguiſe, 
is Due to all Perſons with Whom We con- 
verſe ; yet Common Experience ſhews, That 
but a very Few are fit to be made choice of 
for ſpecial and intimate Confidents ; inſomuch 
that Many, who have attain'd to their full 
Maturity of Judgment, have found Them- 
ſelves, in this Reſpect, miſerably miſtaken. 
But, ior Young Men, who have ſeen but lit- 
tle of the World, and are apt to ſorm their 
Opinion of Others from Themſelves, to be 
too Credulous and Unguarded, and conſe- 
quently, miſtaken in the Choice of their in- 
timate Companions, is ſo far from being 
Strange, that nothing is more Frequent, Yet 
This is a Matter of ſo Great Weight, That 
any Grois Error in the making of this Firſt 
Step, has viually ſuch a Commanding Influ- 
ence on their Further Progreſs, as to render 
it very Difficult for Them afterwards to. re- 
ctiſie this Miſtake, and put Themſelves: upon 
as ſafe a Footing as They were at their Firſt 
Setting out. Twill be almoſt natural for 
Your Mind to be deeply tinctur d m_ 
| the 
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the prevailing Habits of Thoſe Perſons, 
whoſe Converſation You chooſe and princi- 
cipally delight in: And if that ſhould hap- 
pen to be ſuch as is altogether unſuitable to 
the Rules of Decency, Religion, and Good 
Manners, I need not tell You the Dangerous 
Tendency of it : Your Own Reaſon and 
Experience will ſoon convince You, that 
Theſe Cautions were not Unſeaſonable nor 
Superfluous. Neither can You juſtly think 
it io, if I put You in mind, That a Decent 
Frugality in Your Expences will not only 
ſhew a becoming Deſerence towards Me, but 
be Commendable in it ſelf, and very much 
to Your Own Advantage ; as it will proba- 
bly have an Influence on Your Future Con- 
duct, and lay a Foundation of Good Oeco- 
nomy, when You come to a State of Iade- 
pendence : So that You will be the Fitter to 
manage with Prudence ſuch Provifion as my 
Circumſtances may enable Me to make for. 
Lou. And I think, it well deſerves Your 
Obſervation, That Some of the moſt Con- 
ſiderable and truly Eminent Men among Us, 
| have made Way for their Own Advance- 
ment into the Higheſt Stations, by a Cloſe. 
and Unwearied Application to Study, under. 
2 Small Allowance : Whilſt Others, and 
Thoſe not a Few, have had Recourſe to the 


Ancient Fountains of Learning and Science, 
a wy 
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under a Greater Figure, and with. a more 
plentiful Affluence; but thro the Love of 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and indulging Themſelyes 
in a Freer Converſation, or from the antici- 
pating Views of an Eſtate, have return d 
without a proportionable Improvement. I 
hope, I need not caution You againſt the 
Dangerous Vice of Drinking 3 or that Perni- 
ciovs Habit of Gaming, which ſeldom fails of 
Ending in the Ruin of Thoſe who are much 
addicted to it: Your Own Better Know- 
ledge, and the Senſe of Religion, which, I 
think, You poſſeſs, together with the Local 
and Commendable Statutes which You are 
flrialy Bound to Obſerve, will, I truſt, be 
Your ſufficient Security againſt Both. For 
the fame Reaſons, I am likewife Eaſie, with 
reſpect to that Unaccountable Sin and Mad- 
neſs of Prophane Swearing, as T apprehend, You 
have always had a becoming. Deteſtation of it. 
As to Your Diverfions; Whilſt They are Mode- 
rate, Seaſonable, and not too Frequent, nor apt 
to draw Your Mind after Them, They may 
be not only allowable, but uſeful. Yet in 
Theſe, and all other Matters, I deſire and 
charge You, to have a very great Regard to 
the Judgment and Advice of Your Worthy: 
Tutor; Whoſe Honourable: and Conſcientious! | 
Care, as a Faithful Friend and Guide, I ſhall 
rely on ain Intire Satisfaction and On 
ſiqdenc⸗ 
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fidence : Adding only This plain Theorem for 
Your ſpecial Remembrance, That tis moſt . 
© certainly a very great and inexcuſable Pre- 
©* ſumption for Any One who will allow Himſelf 
the Liberty of Thinking, to engage at Firſt in 
i ſuch a Courſe of Life, as muſt afterwards be 
« Repented of, and utterly Forſaken, if ever He | 
* would hope to Live with any True Satisfa- 
e fion and Credit in This World; and, when 
He comes to leave it, be Ftemally Happy. 


VII. Let it be Tour Daily Care, in all Con- 
verſation, to govern both Tour Speech and 
Attions, by the Stricteſt Regard to Truth, 
1 aud Pradence. 1 


| Acr1ons are generally firſt form'd in the 
Thoughts ; and therefore, it highly behoves 
Yon to conſider and examine, to regulate 
and reſtrain Theſe Secret and Tmpercepribk 
Springs, before They overflow their Due 
Bounds ; and, like a powerful Torrent, grow 
too ſtrong for Your Reſiſtance. There is 
ſcarce any One Rule, that will more effe- 
Qually tend to the true Quiet, Safety, and 
Comfort of Your Life, than ro conſider well 
Your Words before You ſpeak Them, or at 
leaſt the Subject on which You intend to 
_—_ 
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ſpeak ; and then, to order the Manner of 
' Your Speech ſo wiſely, that it may not ap- 
pear to Others Luxuriant, Conceited, or Ex- 
travagant. Truth is the Chief Cement of 
Human Society, which begets in Them a 
mutual Confidence towards Each Other: In- 
ſomuch, that when any particular Perſons 
have often violated the Sacred Bonds of it, 
They are uſually Diſtinguiſh'd- by a Brand of 
Infamy ; and the Regard due to any Other 
Qualities, tho Good in Themſelves, is in a 
great meaſure cancell'd, Upon this Account, 
tis very often a Point of Wiſdom to forbear 
mentioning what may ſeem improbable ; ra- 
ther than to incur a Suſpicion of Falſhood, 
by reporting ſome Things which You your 
Self may be ſatisfy d in the Truth of. Re- 
putation, and the Good Eſteem of Others, are 
Points which Every One, that underſtands 

Himſelf, will be always very Tender of; and 
_ conſequentiy, careful to avoid Every Thing 
that may tend to forfeit Them. The ſame 
Rule will likewiſe hold Good, with reſpect to 
Actions; viz. That You duly conſider their 
Nature, Tendency, and probable Conſequents, 
before You engage in Them; whether They 
be Such as are conſiſtent with the True End 
of Reaſonable Beings, the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Your Self or Others ; or, 


at leaſt, whether They are in Themſelves In- 
nocent, 


nocent, Indiflerent, and Agreeable to ſuch a 
Decorum, as ought always to be obſeryd in 
a Well-order'd Converſation. Speech is the 
Higheſt Ornament, next to that of Reaſon, 
_ whereby Men are diſtinguiſh'd from the Sen- 
ſitive Creatures: And therefore, it greatly 
concerns Every One, who has a Juſt Value 
for his Own Credit and Intereſt, as well as 
the Benefit of Others, to manage it with 
Prudence; by taking due Care that it be in 
every Reſpect, Inoffenſive, Modeſt, Juſt and 
Seaſonable. Such a Wiſe and Advantageous 
Conduct, the Inſpir d Pſalmiſt propos'd to 
Himſelf, by that Excellent Reſolution, — [ 
will take Heed to my Ways, that I offend not 
with my Tongue 1 will keep my Month as with 
a Bridle, while the Wicked is before Me; i. e. 
I will guard my Self againſt the Calumnies, 
* and Miſrepreſentations of Deceitful, Malici- 
* ous, or Deſigning Men. As to Outward 
Actions; ſince ' They are not ſo Tranſient, 
but generally much more Laſting in their 
Nature and in their Conſequents, tis abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, from the Stronger Reaſoning, 
That You be well aſſurd They are Lawful, 
Expedient, and liable to no Inconvenience, in 
reſpect of Your Self or Others. Twould be 
a very great Allay in the Character of any 
Young Man of Bright and Promiſing Qualifi- 


cations, and of Excellent Learning, for the 
b H Grave 
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Grave and more Judicious Sort to ſay of Him, 

-=- * Ze is a Touth of Fine Parts; but Gidqh, 
5 ” Raw and Inconſiderate, N Conceited, 

* and too Full of Himſelf.” | Beſide ; ſuch a 
n as This, would not only be a Leſſen- 
iog to Your Reputation, but a great Hin- 
drance to Your Improvement : For He that 
1s very Talkative, robs Himſelf of the Oppor- 
tunity of gaining Knowledge and Diſcretion ' 


from the Diſcourſe and Converſation of Others. 


Therefore, 


VIII. Let the Inward Frame of Tour Mind, 
together with Tour Outward Conduct and 

Behaviour towards Thoſe with Whom Jou 
converſe, be always ſweeten'd with Meek- 
neſs and Humility. 


NoTHING will more turn to Your Advan- | 
tage, than a Conſcientious and Delightful Re- 
gard to that Great Example and Precept of 


Him who was the Eternal Wiſdom of the Fa- 


ther: — Take my Toke upon Jou, and learn of 
Me; for I am Meek and Lowly in Heart: 
And Te ſhall find Reſt unto Tour Souls [a'vinav- 


ow, Eaſe or Refreſhment; i. e. a Quiet 2 


Comfortable Habitation in this World; 


well as that . raccolu ldi, or — 


"ow 


* 
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Reſt in the World to come.] Such an Hap- 


py Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, will go 
a great Way towards the anſwering of that 


Apoſtolical Injunction, — as much as in Tou 
lies, to live Peaceably with all Men: For, it 


is almoſt impoſſible, in the Nature of Things, 
for Him that is truly Meek, Humble, Inof. 
fenſive, and Condeſcending in His whole Con- 
verſation, to meet with any Enemies; or 
Any, that will be reſolutely and pertinaci- 
ouſly Such. Tis therefore juſtly obſerv'd by 


the Wiſeſt of Men, — That before Honour, is 


Hlumility: Since This is the ſureſt Way for 
any One, both to make and ſecure to Him- 
ſelf many Friends; and to acquire a General 
Eſteem from the Wiſe and moſt diſcerning 
Part of Mankind, Pride is deſervingly re- 
puted the Chief of thoſe Debaſing Habits 
which have tainted Human Nature, and One 
of the Greateſt Deformities which it has con- 
tracted : And it muſt needs be acknowledg'd 
as Such, if We conſider that This, above all 


Things, unfits Men for a Right Diſcharge of 


their Duty towards God, and towards their 


Fellow-Creatures. As this was the Source of 


that Firſt Diſobedience, which excluded Man 
from Paradiſe ; ſo tis the greateſt Obſtacle 
to His Return thither. For, whilſt a Man is 
tull of Vain and Self-admiring Thoughts, tis 


impoſſible for Him to contemplate, in a be- 


5 2 EE, coming 
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coming Manner, on the Glorious Attributes 
and Infinite Perfections of the Supreme Being; 
and on that Admirable Method of obtaining 
Pardon, Peace, Reconciliation, and Accep- 
tance, which is eminently. Founded in Humi- 
lity. Hence it is, that ſo Many are apt to 
run into very Dangerous Extremes in their 
pretended Free-Thinking, and Audacious Diſ⸗- 
puting on His Nature and Works, and the Re- 
velation of His Bleſſed Will ; to cenſure His 
Vnſearchable Wiſdom and Providence , and 
bring Them to an Account at the Bar ” 
their Weak, Corrupt, and Deprav'd. Reaſon. 
They will not allow the Infinite God to be 
Incomprehenſible to Our Finite Minds; nor 
that His Thoughts and Ways are inconceivably 
above Ours : But, are forward to cavil at thoſe 
Awful and moſt Important Truths, which 
| ought to be acknowledgd as Fundamental, 
with the Profoundeſt Adoration ; and will-not 
receive Them, tho' expreſsly Reveal'd, unleſs 
their ſhallow Reaſon canexplicitly comprehend 
Them. Every Herb, Flower, Root, Mineral, 
and even the Meaneſt J»ſeF, has Myſtery 
enough to confound and ſilence This Diſcer- 
ning Faculty, which They ſo fondly and con- 
fidently boaſt of : And yet, which is ſhock- 
ing to Every Wiſe and Conſiderate Perſon, 
whilſt They know ſo very little of Nature, 


They preſume to comprehend the Infinite 
Author 


pendent - Beings, that Men are apt to approach 
the Worſhip of God Careleſly and Unpre- 
par d; 5 to behave Themſelves in it after an 
Unthinking and Irreverent Manner; to deſpiſe 


what They ought to eſteem Sacred ; and to 


treat Thoſe Times and Things which He has 


ſet apart and appropriated to Himſelf, as if 
They were Common or Indifterent, From 


Pride, the Fountain of Infidelity, and of ma- 
ny Other Damning Sins, ariſes that Deteſta- 
ble Cuſtom, of mentioning ſo familiarly the 
Tremendous Name of God in Common Diſ- 
courſe, or in giving Vent to Every little Fit 
of Peeviſhneſs or Paſſion : As if the Almighty 
and Incomprehenſible Being, who continually 


upholds their Souls in Life, and could Every 


Moment Frown Them into Nothing, were 


to be made an Abettor of all the Raſhneſs, i 


Falſhood, and Follies of Thr Unguarded 
Convorlation: | 


IX. As You value the Favour of God, 
the Honour of Religion, and the Peace, 


Safety, and Happineſs of Your Own | 
Soul, Be very Careful to preſerve and 


cheriſh Thoſe Eſſential Chriſtian Vertues, 


7. r and Chaſticy bo th 7 Body and 
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Author of it. Tis for want of Humility, . 
and of a Reverence becoming Frail and De- 
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Go Almighty, whoſe” - Wiſdom; as . 6 
Goodneſs, is Infinite, has thought fit to place 
Mankind in this World, as Probationers, un- 
der a State of Danger and Temptation. A- 
gainſt Theſe, He has commanded Them to 
watch and ſtrive, with Diligence, Conſtaney, 
and Faithfulneſs: And He has not only ſhewn 
Them both their Danger and their Duty; 
but likewiſe the Sure and Effectual Means 
by which They may ſuſtain the Combat and 
come off Victorious. If They have Recourſe 
to Thoſe neceſſary and All- ſufficient Aids 
which He has provided for Them, the very 
Difficulties They are to encounter with, will 
turn to Their real Advantage and greater 
Stability. But if They are Careleſs, Negli- 
gent, or preſumptuous, They forfeit His Fa- 
vour, and the Protection of His Providence; 
and give the Tempter Opportunity t lead 
Them Captive at His Will, The Cautions 
and Admonitions to this purpoſe in Holy 
| Writ, are very Clear, Strong and Copious. 
St. Peter adviſes Us to be Sober and Vigilant ; 
conſidering what a Dangerous and Watchful 
Enemy We have to deal with, and the great 
Advantages He has from the inherent Frail- 
ties of Human Nature. St. James exhorts, 


Firſt, to an Obedient "EO in God; and then 
to 
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to reſſſt the Devil, who flees from Thoſe that 
are Guarded; and makes His Advantage on- 


ly upon Such as are Secure, Slothful, and 
Negligent. And St. Paul, comparing the 
Chriſtian Warfare to the Olympic Exerciſes 
which were then in Uſe, tells Us, Every Man 
that firiveth for the Maſtery, is Temperate in 


all Things ; ; i. e. He takes the Beſt Care 
to preſerve a Fortitude of Body and Mind: 


Now They do it to obtain a Corruptible Crown, 
[viz. The Triumphal Garland of Leaves or 
Flowers, with which the Conquerours were 


Honour d;] But We, an . Incorruptible One. 
Elſewhere He exhorts Us to lay afide Every 


Weight, and The Sin which moſt eafily beſets ; 


That which Our Nature, Age , particular 


Conſtitution, or Circumſiances of Life moſt 


expoſe Us to; and to run with Patience the 


Race that is fot before Us : Always looking 


unto the Bleſſed Jeſus, who is the Author and | 


Finiſher of Our Faith, And He ſurther tells 
Us, how He Himſelf behav'd in this Matter. 
---- So fight I, not as One that beateth the Air; 
i. e. Not idly, or at Random, like Fencers 
that flouriſh their Weapons in Diverſion : 
But I keep under my Body, and bring it into 
Subjection to the Nobler Dictates of my 
Mind; Left after I have preach d to Others, I 


my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt- away [#51 -, or Un- 


approved. The N State of Our Pro- 
bation 
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bation in this World i is like a School of Dit. 
cipline, wherein Immortal Souls, cloath'd with 
Fleſh, and liable to the Temptations of Sen- 
ſitive Appetites, are traind up, improvd, 
and fitted for the inconceivable Bleſſedneſs of 
a Glorious Eternity. For tho» God is infi- 
nitely Gracious, and His Own immerited 
Love was the Great Motive to contrive 
and accompliſh the Final Happineſs of Man- 
kind; yet He has not thought fit to entitle 
Any one to the Joys of Heaven, who is not 
willing to undergo ſome Care and Pains for 
Them: And therefore Theſe are often ex- 
preſs'd in Sacred Scripture, as a Reward; 
which implies Something to be Done on 
Our Part. And, indeed, They are Proniisd 
to Us only upon ſuch Conditions. He will 
ſave None without their Own Diligent Care, 
and Faithful Endeavours, in Concurrence 
with the Aids of His Grace. Inſtead of ma- 
ny Proofs to ſo Clear a Point, This One may 
ſuffice ; To Him that Overcometh, will T; grant 
to fit with Me on My Throne ; as I alſo over- 
came, and am ſet down with My Father on His 
Throne. What greater Honour, what more 
ſenſible Satisfaction and Encouragement can 
poſſibly be imparted to Frail and Mortal Crea- 
tures, than this Singular Care, this Kind and 
Condeſcending Goodneſs of the Almighty, in 

appointing Them 7 be conform'd to 9 
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of Eis Son And Who can reaſonably com- 


plain of Hardſhip ; when, with the View of 


an Incorruptible Inheritance before Them, They 
are but Following the Great Captain of their 
Salvation, and Travelling to Eternal Glory 
in the fame Path of Self-Denial, which He 


did not diſdain to tread before Them: For 


Our Caution and Safety, He has plainly 


taught Us, That, from the Inſtant wherein 


the Human Will conſents to a Tempration, | 


the Sin is committed before God; tho Fear 


of Public Scandal, or any accidental Hin- 
drance may prevent its breaking out into 


Actual Commiſſion. The tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Religion, beyond all 
Others, is, That it reaches the Firſt Springs 
of Action, and enjoins Inward Purity, in the 
Mind, Will, and Affections, with the ſame 
Strictneſs as it does the Viſible Appearance 
of Vertue and Holineſs in the Outward Con- 
verſation. The Apoſtle St. James, as a Judi- 
cious and accurate Caſuiſt in this Matter, has 
mentiond Three Diſtinct Steps, by which 
groſs or eminent Sinful Acts are uſually ac- 
compliſh'd ; viz, Suggeſtion, Delight, and Con- 
ſent. The Firſt ariſes from the Wicked One; 
The Second proceeds from the Pravity of the 
Senſual Appetite; And the Third, is the Final 


Determination of Our Corrupted Reaſon and : 


Choice. Againſt Theſe ſeveral Degrees, Eve- 
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ry Good Chriſtian is oblig'd to Watchfulneſt. 
Againſt the Firſt, By avoiding carefully the 
known Occaſions and Incitements to Sin; of 
by ſhunning ſuch Converſation, Diſcourſe or 
Examples, as are apt to expoſe Him to 
Temptations: Againſt the Second, By ſup- 
pre ſſing thoſe Evil Suggeſtions betimes, when- 
ſoever They happen; and not ſuffering the 
And, againſt the Third, By a Firm and Re- 
ſolute Defence of His Laſt and Chief In- 


trenchment; . e. Never to yield up the 


Conſent of the Will, which is His Only Se- 
curity : For, if That be once loſt, the Enemy 
has lodgd Himſelf; and, without the Grace 
of God, renew'd by Repenrance, He 1 is Caen 
WOT. 


X. Be frequently Converſant in the Holy 
Scriptures ; from a Due Regard. to their 
Divine Authority, and Great Uſefulneſs in 
the Whole Conduct of Human Life. 


Tuo God Almighty, who is the inexhau- 
ſtible Fountain of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, has 
not thought fit to gratific the Unreaſonable 
Curioſity of ſome Men, in affording to Every 
One a particular and immediate n 
What 
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what They are Bound to Believe and vr 
ctiſe, in order to their Everla ing Ha Ppineſs; 
| Yet He has graciouſſy condeſcended to vn: 
Them a General, Perfect, and Eſtablith'd De- 
claration, of the Sure, Effectual, and Only 
Terms of their Reconciliation and Acceprance 
with Him. And He has given Them ſuffl 
cient Means of being infallibly afſar'd, both 
of the Truth and Efficacy of This General 
Revelation, and of Thoſe Miraculous Evi- 
dences by which it was Confirm'd : So that 
They may not only receive à Full and Per- 
fe> Satisfaction concerning it, but cannot 
miſs of the Gracious End propos d, unleſs, thro 
Their Own Wilful and Unreaſonable Prejudi- 
ces, They unhappily reject or diſregard it. 
The promiſed Meſfiah, who was the Deſire, 
Hope, and Expectation of Good Men in all 
former Ages of the World, having exactly 
Fulfill'd all the Ancient Prophecies concer- 
ning Him; and Having perfected and abo- 
liſhd the Typical Sacrifices and Ceremonia! 
Injunctions under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; 
Has, by His Own Divine Authority, Inſti- 
tuted and Eſtabliſh'd a more Pure and Per- 
fect, a more Plain and Rational, a more La- 
ſting, Univerſal, and Unchangeable Rule for 
Our Faith and Practice: A Law of Spiritual 
Perfection, eminently tending to renew, ſan- 


Kifie, and enrich the Mind, with the moſt 
A 2. Hea- 


60 e to 4 ow. 
Heavenly Knowledge and Vertues : A Law, 
not only Practicable, but Eaſie, Pleaſant, and 
Delightful in it ſelf: And, in One Word, 4 
Law of Faith, working by Love. He has plain- | 
ly ſhewa Us, That the Legal Purificationz, 
Sacrifices, and Offerings, which were Shadows | 
of Good Things to come, and of a more Perfect 
Covenant, Eſtabliſpd on Better Promiſes, are 
now compleatly anſwer'd, by the much more 
precious Sacrifice of a Contrite, Humble, and 
Believing Heart; By a Firm Dependence on 
the incſtimable Blood of Him who offer d Hi 
Life a Ranſom, that thro the Grace of God, 
He might taſt Death for Every Man; And by 


that Inward Purity of Soul, and Outward 


Holineſs of Life, which He has ſo powerfully 
recommended in His Own Perfect Example 
and Precepts. The Moral Law, ſumm d up 

in the Tex Commandments, being the Unchange- 
able Dictates or Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion, He has not only retain'd, but in a ſpe- 
cial manner adopted into the Syſtem of His 
Own Incomparable Precepts ; freed from the 
Corrupt and Debaſing Gloſſes of the Fewi/b 
Interpreters, and improv'd to the Higheſt Pu- 
rity and Perfection. In Summ ; His Whole 
Doctrine evidently tends to prepare and qua- 
lifie Our Minds, for the moſt Pure and Spi- 
ritual Service of God; To exalt His Infinite 
Wiſdom, His Power, Grace and Glory, in 
. De- 


I 
Y 
? 


2 2 =» & <p _—>” 


Deſi igning, Promoting, and Accompliſhing the 
Final Happineſs. of Mankind; To cruſh the 


Natural Pride and Vanity of their Hearts ; 


To rectifie their Diſorderly Paſſjons and Sen- 


ſual Appetites; and to reſtore Them to a 
State of Purity and Peace, or to a Temper 


fit for the Heavenly World. 'Tis therefore 
Evident, That Feſus Chriſt was the Saviour 
and Redeemer, Promiſed and Expected from 
the Beginning; That He was truly God as 
well as Man; and conſequently, That Thoſe 


Heavenly Doctrines and Rules of Life which 


He has left Us, are infallibly True, and the 
Only Way of Salvation now upon Earth. 
Being thus aſſur'd, beyond any Reaſonable 


Contradiction, That the Lite, Doctrine, and 
Miracles; The Death, Reſurrection, and A- 


ſcenſion of Our Bleſſed Saviour; The Extra- 
ordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, imparted 
to the Apaſties, and Other Early Converts ; 


and the Happy Effects thereof, in the Won 
derful Increaſe and Orderly Government of the 
Chriſtian Church; were Faithſully tranſmit- 


ted to Us, by Thoſe Sacred and Impartial 


Witneſſes, who, upon many Great and Weigh- 
ty Accounts, were morally incapable of being 
Deceivd, or of Deceiving Others: That 
Theſe Teſlimonies were univerſally receiv'd 


and aſſented to by the Chriſtian Church, in 
their Own and the Succeeding, Ages; - and 
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on with God; Vr ſhall Die in Our Sins, and 


62 Ueoice to a Son 
That Numberleſs Copies were faithfully tran” 
ſerib d and diſpers d, for the Benefit of the 
Church in all Parts of the World; and per- 
fectly agreeing with Thoſe which We now en 
joy: This amounts to the Higheſt Evidence 
imaginable, That He was (what Mirodemus 
teſtify d) a Teacher come from God; even ſuch 
a One, in Whom Infinite Wiſdom and Power 
are Eſſentially inherent : and That Theſe 
Teſtimonies concerning Him are Unqueſtio- 
nably Certain, and of a Divine Authority to 
Us. It will then neceſſarily follow, That 
The Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt, Reveal'd to Us 
in Holy Scripture, is not a Matter of mere 
Speculation, which We may either aſſent to, 
or reject at Pleaſure ; but an Eſſential Mat- 
ter of Faith: Inſomuch, That unleſs We Be. 
lieve in Him, as the Only Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; in Him, as the Propitiatory Sacri- 
fice, and Bleſſed Medium of our Reconciliati- 


fall ſhort of the Happy End of His Incarna- 
tion and Death: And not only ſo ; But Our 
Infidelity, if perſiſted i in, will fix a much Hea- 
vier Weight of Guilt upon Us, than all the O- 
ther Sins which We have committed. Neither 
is a bare Aſſent to the Truth and Divine Autho- 
rity of His Doctrine, ſufficient for Our Ju- 
ſlification and Acceptance, without a Real 


: Conformity to it in Our Lives: Since He has 
| aſſur d 
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aſſurd Us, That it will be in vain to call 2 
Lord, if we do not the Things which He has 
commanded. From all Theſe Conſiderations, 


You will readily infer, How much it behoves 


You to look, with Frequency and Delight, 


into Thoſe Divine Oracles, as the Safe and 


Only Rule of Your Faith and Practice: And 
then You cannot but be affected with That 


Sacred Harmony which runs thro the ſeveral 


Diſpenſations of the Law and the Goſpel ; as 
They terminate in the Same Object of Faith 
and Worſhip, and in One Common Way of 
Salvation. You will then eſteem Thoſe Hea- 
venly Records, as the Great Charter of a 

Chriſtian's Spiritual Privileges and Hopes; 


from whence You are to take the Meaſures 
of Your Conduct towards Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, together with Your Conſolation and. 


Support in the Way thither. This will help 
Lou to preſerve an Exact Agreement between 
| thoſe. Leading Faculties, the Will, Underſtan- 
ding, and Conſcience, and the Outward Acti- 
ons of Your Life; ſo as to make up One 
Regular and Uniform Conrſe of Piety , re- 


ſembling the Moral Rectitude of the Divine 
Nature; wherein the very Eſſence of Holi- 
neſs conſiſts. The peculiar Exerciſes of it, 


are Even, Conſtant, and Habitual 3 proceed- 
ing from Nobler Motives than the Sudden, 


Weak, and 1 Paſſions of Human Na- 


ture j 
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Advice to a Sn 
ture; viz, From a Governing Principle of 
Divine Love; from a Firm and Unſhaken 


Belief of the Evangelical Promiſes in Feſus 


Chriſt ; and from His Unchangeable Truth and 
Faithſulneſs in the Performance of Them. 


Kl. Be very Careful and Reſolute to avoid, 


as Jou would a Peſtilential Air, the Con- 

verſation of Such as preſume to Banter, 
Ridicule, or ſpeak irrever ently ” * Ho- 
iy e. 


Tus is certainly a Sin of ſo High a Na- 
ture, and ſuch a Provocation of Almighty 


God, as, if it be Frequent and Habitual, He 


will not eaſily pardon: And the Reaſon is 
Strong and Evident ; becauſe it is no leſs 
than an implicite Reflecting on the infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Bleſſed Author 
Himſelf. Yet, which is Strange to conſider, 
there is ſcarce any Thing more common with 
Some, who call Themſelves Chriſtians, than 


to pervert the Words of that Sacred Volume 


to an Irreligious Uſe, by cloathing their 
Looſe and Obſcene Diſcourſe with Phraſes 
pick d from thence ; that They may appear 


Witty Themſelves, or ſorce a Smile from the 
Company : Which 18 ſo· daring an Impiety, 


5508 


« ; 
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that *tis Difficult to expreſs it by a Proper 
Name. If no Tndignity can be more provo- 
king than Contempt, Their Crime and Guilt 
muſt be very Flagrant, who put ſuch an In- 
tolerable Abuſe upon Thoſe Divine Teſtimo- 
nies, by which God has ſolemnly Declar'd 
His Will to Mankind, in the Great Concern- 
ments of Their Everlaſting Happineſs : And 
Every One who. has a Juſt Value for Them, 
will think Himſelf at leaſt as much oblig'd 
in Honour to reſent ſuch an Unmannerly 
Freedom, as if He was to hear a Choice 
Friend abus d, by Vile and Injurious Aſper- 
ſions. Certainly, No Man, who rightly un- 
derſtands Himſelf, and conſiders tlie Conſe- 
quence, would be found in the Caſe of Such 
Prophane Scoffers, in the Great Day of Ac- 
count, if it were poſſible for Him at Preſent 


to gain a Thouſand Worlds. For ſuch Per- 


ſons, whatſoever Airs They may give Them- 
ſelves, are no Better than Thoſe Fools and 
Madmen deſcribd by Solomon, Who ſcatter 


 Firebrands, Arrows, and Death; and then cry 


out, Are We not in Sport 8 Add how little 


will Their thin and empty Excuſes avail; 


when the terrible Voice of God, Denounc'd 


by the Prophet, ſhall break in upon Them 


--- Thou ſhalt know that F am the Lord; and 
that 1 have heard Thy Blaſphemies / It muſt 


needs then very much concern Every One 
. K who 
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66 Advice to a Son 

who is addicted to this Kind of Impiety, to 
conſider ſeriouſly, Whether, after all the Bold 
Jeſts which They have paſs'd upon Thoſe 
Sacred Writings, Their pretended Principles 
of infidelity may not deceive Them ; when 
the immediate Views of Another World, will 
give Them a truer Notion of Things, 
and They become terribly convinc'd of their 
Fatal Miſtake. How Dearly will They then 
pay for that Flaſhy Wit, which is, at pre- 
ſent, the Sport and Laughter of their Fellow- 
Mortals, as Vain and Unthinking as Them- 
ſelves ! Now, ſuppoſing This but a bare Poſ- 
bility, How great an Hazard do ſuch Un- 
happy Perſons run ; Infinitely greater than 
Any One of common Prudence would do, in 
Matters of far leſs Moment! But, when We 
confider/this Event, not only as Poſſible, but 
Certain; How Dreadful muſt Their Caſe be, 
When That very Book, which They have 
made the Common Subject of Their Satyr 
and Drollery, ſhall be the Rule of their Judg- 
ment at the Laſt Day! And if ſo; it muſt 
needs behove You to avoid Every Step that 
leads towards this Dangerous Folly ; and to 
take great Heed, That You do nothing which 
borders upon the Countenancing or Encoura - 
ging of it in Others. Therefore, 


ll. A. 
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XII. Above All Other Motives to a Con- 
ſcientious Care and Prudence in Your 
Whole Deportment, Confider Tour Self 
as Defand, by Voluntary Choice, to be 
an Example, Inſtructor, and Guide to O- 


thers, in the Beſt and Higheſt Services 
in 7 his Ro | 


A Due and Conſtant Regard to that Ho- 
nourable and Zoly Calling, and to the Pecu- 
| liar Duties of it, will be the Beſt Preſerva- 
tive againſt all Levity of Mind, and the 
Numberleſs Follies and Exorbitances of a 
| Looſe, Careleſs, and Unguarded Converſati- 
on. To conſider often, with a Becoming Se- 
riouſneſs, that This is the moſt Weighty, as 
well as the Nobleſt Employment that Any 
Mortal can be engag d in, muſt needs leave 
an Awful Impreſſion upon the Mind and Af- 
fections of Every Prudent and Judicious Per- 
ſon, who has deliberately made Choice of it 
for His Own Province: This being the ſame 
in Kind, and in the Happy Conſequents, tho 

not in the Manner, with That of the Bleſſed 
Angels, who are ſtyld Miniſtring Spirits ſent . 
forth by God, for the Benefit of I. hoſe who al 


LL the Heirs i Salvation. The Clergy, there 
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© * 3 intirely ſet apart ro Miniſter in 
Sacred Things, for the Common Benefit of 
Others, are, by immediate Office and Spe- 
cial Dedication, His Meſſengers to Men, ſent 
to treat with Them, on His Behalf, about 
the Terms of Their Peace, Acceptance, and 
Reconciliation ; To make Them the Advan- 
tageous Offers of Heaven and Eternal Hap- 
pineſs ; and to Direct Them in the Sure and 
Only Way of Obtaining it. They have the 
Great Honour of being employ'd in the very 
"fame Work with their Bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
ſter; Who came to ſeek and to ſave Thoſe that 
were Loſt; and to call Sinners to Repentance : 
So that They are ſtrictly oblig d to adorn His 
Goſpel in all Things ; and, by treading in His 
Steps, to warn Every One, both of Their 
Danger and of Their Duty ; that, according 
to the utmoſt of their Capacities, They may 
promote the Glorious Deſign and Merciful 
Undertaking, for the Salvation of Mankind, 
for which He came into the World. And, as 
This is the moſt Honourable Employment 
upon Earth ; ſo, in the Faithful Diſcharge of 
it, 'tis the molt Happy and Beneficial to 
Themſelves: In as much as it conſiſts chiefly 
in the Delightful Exerciſe of the Mind about 
the Beſt and Nobleſt Objects; ſuch as the 
infinite Love of God the Father, in providing 


and accepting an adequate Ranſom on the 
Behalf 


at the Univerfity, 6&9 
Behalf of Loſt Sinners; The infinite Love 
and inexpreſſible Cane of God the 
Son, in taking upon Him the Human Na- 
ture, to accompliſh that Hard but Happy 
Work, by His Own Obedience and Suffer- 
ings, and by ſetting beſore Them the per- 
fet Example and Rules of an Holy Life; 
Together with the Secret, Powerful, and 
Almighty Influence of the Holy Spirit, in 
applying Thoſe Wonderful Means, and Ma- 
king Them EffeQtual ta that Bleſſed End. 
Whilſt the Mind is thus converſant in Thoſe 
Great Affairs of Heaven and Eternity, its 
Own Higheſt Happineſs will be continually 
advanc'd by ſuch Faithful and Diligent Endea- 
vours to promote the Salvation of Others. 


Upon this very Conſideration, St. Paul ex- 
| horts Timothy to give Himſelf wholly up to 


this Sacred Work ; Becauſe, ſays He, in ſo 
Doing, Thou ſhalt both ſave Thy Self, and 
Them that hear Thee : Which muſt needs be a 
very Great Encouragement to Every One t 
be Steadfaſt, Uumovable, and always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord; when They know t hat 
their Labour ſhall not be in vain. Tis there- 
fore Evident, That Every One who engages 
in ſo Great and Weighty an Office, ought to 
be much more ſway d by Sincere Deſires and 

Purpoſes to Diſcharge it aright, to the Glo- 
by of God, the Honour and Intereſts of Re. 
| gion, 
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ligion, and the Good of Men's Souls; than 
by any Private Views of Worldly Advantage, 


or Temporal Conveniences. When a Pious 


and Exemplary Life, plainly ſhews the Mind 
of the Preacher to be duly ſeaſon d with the 


Love and Practice of Thoſe Duties, which 


He endeavours to recommend and inculcate 
to Others; His Arguments and Inſtructions 
will appear with the greater Weight; and He 


may reaſonably hope to ſee the Happy Ef- 


fects of His Labours, as well as to receive the 


Glorious Reward of Them: But when the 
Caſe is otherwiſe, (Which is very far from 


excuſing the Hearers) twill not be ſtrange, 
if the Beſt of His Admonitions, and His Juſt 
Rebukes, ſhould appear Dull, Lifeleſs, and 
UnafteQing ; eſpecially to Such as are go- 
vern'd more by Cuſtom and Formality, than 


by any true Sence of Religion. For, with 


what Countenance can Any One appear, or 
what Arguments can He uſe, to perfuade ei- 
ther the Unbelieving Part of Mankind, or the 


_ Careleſs and Negligent fort of Chriſtians, 


that there is any Thing truly Amiable and 
Attractive in the Ways of Chriſtian Piety, 
or in Moral Vertue and Goodneſs; whilſt 
He can ſatisfic Himſelf, to live as if He 
thought there was not? Tis a Sad, but a 
very Serious Truth, That the moſt Sacred 


; and Solemn Engagergents upon Farth, are not 


wor 
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always Powerful enough to change and re- 
ctiſie a Mind, which was previouſly and habi- 
tually diſpos' d to a Looſe, Careleſs, and Un- 
thinking Way ; or to give a True Taſt of 
Solid Piety, where the Stamina of it were 
altogether wanting before: At leaſt, it muſt 
be acknowledg'd a Matter of great Hazard 
and Uncertainty. And fince the Care of Souls 
is, beyond all Diſpute, the Greateſt and High- 
eſt Truſt in this World, it muſt needs very 
much concern Every One, who has that 
Great and Excellent Deſign in View, to be 
Firſt well aſſurd That His Mind is thorough- 
ly ſeaſon'd with a Predominant Sence and 
Love of Religion, ſo as to make it the Go- 
verning Principle of His Life and Actions; 
That He truly propounds the moſt Inftru- 
ctive Pattern of Chriſt for His Own Imitati- 


on; and That He has a very high Regard to 


the Purity of His Doctrine, and to the ad- 
mirable Wiſdom, Reaſonableneſs, and Excel- 
lency of thoſe Holy Rules of Life preſcribd 
by Him. With a true and becoming Satisfa- 
ion, He may then take upon Him that Great 
Truſt of Feeding Chriſt's Sheep; when He can 
ſolemaly appeal to an Omniſcient Saviour, 
---- Thou knoweſt, Lord, that 1 love Thee. From 
the Various Metaphors, whereby the Mini- 
ſterial Office is repreſented in Holy Scripture, 


both the Exceeding Weight and the Uſeful. 
| 1 neſs 
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neſs of the Work, and the Greatneſs of its Re: 
ward, may be eaſily infer d. They are frequent- 

ly ſtyrd Watchmen, Steward, S hep herdi, Hu bund. 
men, Labourers, Wiſe Merchants, &c. Becauſe, 
in the Due Improvement of Thoſe Talents 
and Advantages committed to Them, or ac- 
quird by Them, They are ſure to approve 
Themſelves Good and Faithful Servants, at the 
Appearance of their Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, 
to take a ſpecial Account of their Conduct; and, 
in the general Harveſt at the Laſt Day, to reap 
in Proportion to what They have ſown. But, 
How can Any One be duly Qualifyd to 
watch over the Souls of Many Others, ſo 
as 70 give an Account with Foy to the Chief 
Shepherd and Bleſſed Redeemer of Them; 
unleſs He be ſtrictly watchful over His Own? 
How can They be call'd the Salt of the Earth, 
which is to ſeaſon the Minds and Converſa- 
tion of Others, with Wholſome Doctrine and 
Good Examples ; if They have little or no 
Savour of Piety, Religion, and Univerſal 
Goodneſs in Themſelves Or How can 
They be eſteem' d the Light of the World, or 
Qualify'd to diſcover and reprove the Works 
of Darkneſs, and to lead Men out of the 
Dangerous Miſts of Ignorance and Error, if 
They are either Ignorant Themſelves, or their 
Minds are deeply ſunk into the Love of Earth- 

ly Things, or N with any of the pre- 

| Ta 
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wailing Vices of a Corrupt and Diſſolute Ape, 
which They are Bound to rebuke with Sharp- 
neſs, and with terrible Denunciations of the 
Divine Wrath? They are, indeed, like a City 
ſet on an Hill, which chm be Eid: So that, 
not only their Vertues and Good Examples 
are more Viſible and Inſtructive, more Uſe- 
ful and Prevalent, than Thoſe of Others in 
a Private Capacity ; ; but Every Blemiſh in 
their Lives is more Conſpicuous, more Dan- 
gerous in its Influence, and uſually more ag- 
gravated by Such as are Enemies to all Reli- 
gion, than the Groſſeſt Enormities of Others, 
in the Common or Ordinary Stations of Life. 
Far be it from Me, to deſign any of Theſe 
Remarks and Expoſtulations by Way of Inve- 
_ ive: Or to give any, even the leaſt Ad- 
vantage, to Thoſe who catch at all Oppor- 
tunities of Depreciating an Office, which is 
juſtly entit'd to their Higheſt. Eſteem and 
Regard. A Comparative, not an Abſolute 
Perfection, is the utmoſt requir'd, or reaſonably 
to be expected from Such as are Calld to 
this Dignity ; ſince They have no Exempti- 
on from the Ordinary Paſſions and Infirmi- 
ties incident to Human Nature. My only 
Aim in dealing thus plainly, is to point out 
Thoſe Excellent Vertues and Ennobling Qua- 
lities, which You ought to be always aſpi- 


ring aſter ; and which will add both a Luſtre 
E „„ and 
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and Authority to ſuch a Station, when You 
come to fill it thus Uſefully : As alſo, To let 
You know What You may expect from a 
Cenſorious World, upon any conſiderable De- 
viation. So far am I, from a Willingneſs to 

Diſcourage You or any Others, from the 
Choice of an Employment both Sacred and 
every Way Deſirable in it ſelf; that T can 
truly ſay, I value and honour it, ſimply for 
its Own Sake, above all Things in This World; 
and that the Study and Retirement, annex'd to 
a Due Diſcharge thereof, are the greateſt Plea- 
ſure which I ever experienc'd, ſince I have 
known what tis to Live. My true Deſire is, 
To give You a RightNotion of that Awful and 
moſt Important Undertaking, and of the Qua- 
lifications requiſite to it: That Your Mind, 
being duly ſeaſon'd Beforehand, with a ſuita- 
ble Gravity, and an Unfeignd Love of Reli- 
gion, may be the better diſposd to Diſcharge 
it with Honour and Credit, with Diligence 
and Faithfulneſs; and, in being truly Servicea- 
ble to the Great and} Bleſſed Ends of Chri- 
ſtianity, thro' the whole Courſe of Your Life 
and Labours, You may both prove an Happy 
Inſtrument of Doing Good to many Others, 
and therein find Your Own Eternal Advan- 
tage. To This End, I adviſe and require 
You to read St. Chryſaſtom on the Sacred 
Function, and Biſhop Burnet's Paſtoral Care. 
152 5 omg 
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In the Former, as You have a Good Com- 
mand of His Language, You cannot but find 
a rich Vein of Thought; and ſuch a Lively, 
Strong, and Beautiful Way of Reaſoning, as 
will both Delight and Improve You: And 
in the Larter, You will find many Uſeful Cau- 
tions, and Excellent Directions, which no 
Young Clergyman ought to be unacquainted 
with. I would likewiſe have You, in the 
Progreſs of Your Studies, converſant in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Writings of the Pureſt Ages, 
viz. The Collection of Thoſe Genuine Epi- 
files, Publiſhd by the Moſt Reverend Arch- 
biſhop Wake ; The Works of St. Faſtin Martyr ; 
of St. Trengus, St. Clemens Alexandrinus, St. 
Cyprian, St. Gregory Nazianzen, St. Ambroſe, 
St. Jerom, and the Other Writings of St. 
_ Chryſoſtom, Of the Moderns, You will do 
well to read Biſhop Bull, Biſhop Pearſon, Mr. 
Chillingworth , Biſhop Stilling fleet's Origines 
Sacre ; Dr. Barrow ; Archbiſhop Tillotſons 
Rule of Faith; Mr. Flooker's Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity ; Dr. Potter of Church Government; 
Mr. Bingham's Antiquities ; Du Pins Fecleſia- 
ftical Hiſtory, and Dr. Prideauxs Connexion. 
As to the reſt of Your Studies, I ſhall ſay 
but little: Your. Worthy and Judicious Ma- 
ſter having been fo Kind as to furniſh You 
with a Manual of very Good and Profitable 
Directions. Only, Let Me adviſe * not 
| LES 2 | . [0 ; 
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to ſpend much of Your Time on the Claſſi 
Authors ; having far Greater and more Uſe. 
ful Things before You : For I cannot help 
Thinking, That 'twill make but a very mean 
Figure in the Final Account of any Clergy- 
man, Eminent for Learning and Abilities, to 
have ſpent a large Part of His Precious 
Hours in ſuch Dry Studies, as conduce very 
little to the Chief Good of Mankind. For 
the ſame Reaſon, I cannot adviſe You to in- 
dulge Your Self too far in a Poetic Fancy; 
if You ſhould happen to have never ſo good a 
Talent that Way : Not only, Becauſe in Our 
Own, and ſome Others of the Living Lan- 
guages, that Laudable Art has been advanc'd to 
ſo great a Perfection by the Modern Improve- 
ments, That Nothing but what has a pecu- 
har Exactneſs as well as Fineneſs, both ia 
the Thought and Diction, will bear the Teſt 
of the Preſent Times; wherein almoſt E- 
very One ſets up for an Accompliſh'd 
Critic, and not a Few are forward to ſhew 
their Judgment by Finding Fault: But, 
indeed, chiefly, Becauſe the Muſes, which 
were originally ated by a Religious, and, 
as it were a Divine Impulſe, - (as the Word 
Pates ſeems to intimate) and eminently Help- 
ful to raiſe the Soul, in a Noble Climax of Pi- 
ous, Abſtracted, and Contemplative Thoughts, 
towards the Eternal Bleſſedneſs for which it 
Was 
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was Defign'd ; have been miſerably proſtitu- 
ted by very Many of their pretended Admi- 
rers, to the moſt Vile and Unworthy Purpo- 
ſes ; and, by a Kind of Unnatural Violence, 
inade Incentives to Vice and Immorality ; in- 
ſtead of anſwering their Proper End, which 
was truly Great and Honourable. Whilſt the 
preſent Vitiated Taſt of the Nation, ſo viſibly 
prompts Them to prefer the Empty, but In- 
fatuating Charms of the Public Theatres, to 
the Solemn Duties of Religion, and the Places 
conſecrated to Divine Worſhip; We cannot 
reaſonably expect to ſee a General Appea- 
rance of Picty and Moral Vertue, once more 
ſhining out in their Native Luſtre : But the 


Little Senſe of Religion which yet remains 
among Us, will further dwindle away into 


mere Formality, till We have Nothing leſt 


but the Empty Name of it. How far They, 


who have it very much in their Power to 
reQifie ſo palpable an Abuſe of the Common 
Reaſon and Underſtanding of Mankind, ſhall 


think fit to ſhew their Diſlike, by an Open 


Diſcountenancing of it, muſt be left in the 
Hands of Divine Providence : But, certainly, 
if ever We are ſo Happy as to ſee a General 
Reformation in Manners among the Vulgar 
Sort, the Perſons of Figure and Diſtiuct ion, 
whoſe Examples are of the greateſt Influence, 


muſt contribute towards i it: And, How light- 


"0 


\ 


< woe RP CE rr : ar x; _ * at II” + _ 
- — — — = — — — 9 — 3 5 — — 
— reer 7 . pep a 7 . e ir 


J 
þ 
1 
71 
{1 
„ 


78 Advice to a Son 


ly ſoever Any of Them may think of this 

Matter, it would not only be Their trueſt 
Honour in This World, as well as Their Eter- 
nal Advantage; when They, who are Inſtru- 
ments of turning Many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſhine with a Diſtinguiſhing Brightneſs in the 
Bleſſed Regions of Glory; but it would be 
alſo an Happy Omen of Public Divine Bleſ- 
ſings, yet in-Reſerve for Us and Our Poſte- 
rity. After All; I would not have You take 
Theſe Cautions againſt the Love of Poetry, 
_ eſpecially of the Dramatic Kind, (Which led 
Me into this Unpleaſant Digreſſion) to be 


meant any farther than againſt the Abuſes 
of it: And conſequently, I would not diſ- 


courage You or Others, from any Generous 
and Skilful Endeavours to reſtore the Muſes 
to their Ancient Dignity, as Uſeful Helps 
towards the Furtherance of Piety, Univerſal 
Vertue, and the Prudent Conduct of Human 
Lite. I would have You reduce the Ordi- 
nary Courſe of Your Study to a Method, 
by Diſtributing Your Hours to the Beſt 
Advantage : Hereby You will make the 
whole Progreſs Entertaining, as well as Eaſie 
and Profitable. And ſince the French 1s the 
moſt Uſeful of all the Living Languages, I 
would have You acquire, at leaſt, a compe- 
tent Knowledge of it 3 that You may eaſily 
command any T hing that | is Valuable in that 

SN 
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Tongue. As You have already made a con- 
ſiderable Entrance on the Hebrew, under the 
Inſtructions of a Skilful Maſter; I would 
have You Careful and Diligent to improve 
Your Self in it, to ſuch a Degree, that vou 
may be able, on any Special Occaſion, to 
conſult and paſs a good Judgment on the 
Original Text of the 01d Teſtament : Which 
will be both ANTE and Satisfactory 
to Lou. 


In One Word : As You advance in Lear- 
ning, Let it be Your conſtant Deſire, Endea- 
vour, and Care, to make proportionable Ad- 
vances in all Solid and Subſtantial Good- 
neſs: And then You will not fail ro be truly 
Thankful to God; Humble in Your Own 
Thoughts; Modeſt, Courteous, and Obliging 
in Your Behaviour towards all Men; and, in 
Due Time, Serviceable in the Station for 
which You are Deſign'd. Therefore, 


XIII. Be Careful to avoid a Narrow, Rigit 
and Cenſorious Temper ; and to form Tour 
Mind according to the Extenſive Charity 
of Our Bleſſed Saviour Great —_— 
and ee 


WHILST 


. GER K — w 


80 Acvice to a Son 


WrirsT the Warmth of a Miſ-guided Zeal 
for ſome Unhappy Diſtinctions, Groundleſs 
and Unwarrantable in Themſelves, like a Fe. 
veriſh Ferment in the Body Myſtical, hur- 
ries Us beyond the Bounds of a Chriſtian 
Temper, tis no Wonder, That We are apt to 
' overlook Some of the Eſſential Vertues of 
the Chriſtian Life, 2. e. Unity, Peace and 
Love ; if They appear contrary to Our Un- 
| ebe Jealouſies, Narrow Sentiments, and 
Diſorder d Paſſions; and inſtead of regarding 
the Nobler Dictates of Religion, almoſt for- 
feit all Our Pretenſions to Reaſon and Huma- 
nity. What further heightens both the Folly 
and Guilt, is, That theſe Animoſities have not 
been rais'd and fomented between Chriſtians 
and Infidels ; nor yet between Chriſtians of a 
Different Denomination; but Thoſe who per- 
fectly agree in the conſtant Communion of 
the ſame Excellent Eſtabliſb d Church; whoſe 
Charitable Principles and Ennobling Latitude, 
have been ever juſtly allow'd to ſurpaſs All 
Other National Churches in the World: Even, 
between Thoſe who, notwithſtanding Such 


| Unfriendly Diſtinctions, equally profeſs to 


have a Due Concern for its Honour, Inte- 
reſts, and Safety, and for the Conimon Cauſe 


of 411 i , againſt the many Audacious Ef- 
; forts 
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forts of Deiſm, Scepticiſm, and Infidelity. I 
doubt not but You will eaſily perceive, that 
J have pointed out the late Unhappy, and 
heretofore Unheard of Diſtinction of High 

and Low: A Diviſion ſo Groundleſs in its 
Self, and fo Dangerous in its Tendency, that 
Our moſt inveterate Adverſaries of the - Ro- 
miſb Church, could net have invented a more 
| probable. Expedient, to revive their Hopes of 
gaining once more, thro' Our Own Infatua- 
tion, a ſure Footing among Us. I will not 
engage in the Unpleaſant Task, of tracing 
back this Giddineſs and Folly, to the Crifis 
when it began; nor endeavour to keep up 
a Remembrance of its Miſerable Conſequents, 
in the Raſh and Unjuſt Aſperſions, which 
have been thrown upon Many of the Stea- 
dieſt Friends, and brighteſt Ornaments of 
Our Church; not ſparing the moſt Pious 
and Eminent of its Chief Governors ; whole 
Unblemiſh'd Characters, Exemplary Vertues, 
and Prudent Conduct, had deſervd infinitely | 
Better. Such as have born an active Part 
in the raiſing and continuing of that Unac- 
countable Difference, have certainly a Right 
to St. Paul's Rebuke ; — Te have not ſo lear- 
ved Chriſt : And would do well to conſider, 
with an Impartial Seriouſneſs, That Divine 
Admonition (from the Lips of Him who 
was Wiſdom and Truth) of the Great Dan- 
” bet 
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ger accruing to a Church or Kingdom Di: 
 wided againſt ir Self. As This Unhappy 
Subdiviſion had not the leaſt Colour of a 

Foundation in Reaſon, or in any Thing but 

mere Artifice and Political Views: ſo I cha- 

ritably hope, that it is not only very much 
abated, but will gradually wear off, with all 

Wiſe and Diſcerning Perſons ; tho' the Me- 

lancholy Eſtects of it, in the: Weak and 

Groundleſs Prejudices of Many among the 

Injudicious Sort, may be more Laſting. As 

to Your Self; Whatever Your Private Sen- 

timents are, I adviſe You to confine Them 
within Your Own Breaſt; that You may, 
with the greater Pleaſure, enjoy the Benefits 
of Converſation, and leave no Room for 
drawing the Cenſure of Others upon Your 

Self. In the little Experience which You 
have already had of the World, You can- 
not but have cbſervd, That there is ſcarce 

any Thing wherein People are more impa- 
tient of Contradict ion, than in the Party- 

Notions which They have fondly taken up: 

And it is no leſs Reaſonable than Prudent, 


| that You ſhould allow Them the ſame Li- 


berty of Judging for Themſelves. If You 
ſhould act otherwiſe, You may not only find 
a ſenſible Inconvenience ; but, in all Proba- 
bility, will be far from Doing any Good by 
ſuch | an ljudgd Freecom 3 5 unleſs You are 

Encou- 
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encourag d to it by an Open and Candid 
Converſation: For Every One will claim a 
Right of Thinking in His Own Way ; and 
They are uſually very tenacious of it. En- 
deavour therefore, as far as is practicable, to 
live Friendly, as well as Peaceably with Al 
Men : And You will find the more Reaſon 
to do fo, if You conſider (What J make 
no Doubt of) That very Many, notwith- _ 
_ ſtanding their Different Ways of Thinking, 
| ſincerely aim at the ſame End; wiz. The 

Public Good, or the Common Safety of Our 
Excellent Conſtitution in Church and State. 
And, it being once granted, That Men may 
go under the Diſtinguiſhing Characters of 
High or Low, Tory or Whig, and yet be 
Good Chriſtians, True Lovers of Our Church, 
Good Subjects, and Good Neighbours ; not only 
the General Laws of Chriſtianity, but Com- 
mon Prudence, Charity, and Good Nature, 
will readily ſuggeſt ro You the Reafonable- 
neſs, or rather the indiſpenſable Duty of 
Their Laying aſide all manner of Raſh Cen- 
ſures, and exaſperating Reflections on Each 
Other; and Endeavouring to reſtore the 
Deſirable Advantages of Society, Friendſhip, 
and mutual Confidence; as the Sure and 
Only Way to have Theſe Unhappy Diſtin- 
ctions gradually vaniſh, and in Tirae, be- 
come intirely loſt. II St. Paul could thew | 
8 - Mi {0 
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ſo Generous, ſo Charitable, and 0 Conde- 
ſcending a Temper, as to avoid Giving Of- 
fence ro Weak Brethren in the Caſe of Meats, 
by Denying Himſelf in the Nobler Latitude 
of His Own Liberty and better Judgment: 6 
Certainly, We, Who are likewiſe, but in a 
Lower Degree, the Miniſters of Peace and Ne- 
conciliation, ſhould endeavour to ſubdue all An- 
gry, Cenſorious, and Reſenting Pailions ; and 
avoid Every Thing that tends to widen. or 
continue Our Inteſtine Differences : And, as 
We have more Opportunity, a Greater In- 
fluence, and, tis to be hopd, a Better Know- 
ledge than Many Others, in the Ordinary 
Stations of Liſe; ſo We ſhould uſe Our ut- 
mot Endeavours to recover and preſerve the 
Amiable Bleſſings of Uuity and Peace; and 
to ſtrengthen the Intereſts of the Government 
We are under, by taking off the Groundleſs 
Prejudices which have been, either thro Ig- 
norance or Artifice too much propagated 
among the Vulgar and leſs Diſcerning Part 
of Mankind. For This, there will appear 
the Strongeſt Reaſon imaginable, if We con- 
ſider the X 7 NG, or Supreme Magiſtrate, as a 
Guardian to Both Tables of God's Law; and 
as a Political Father, or the Common Pa- 
rent of His People; and conſequently, That 
He has a Juſt Claim to all that Honour, 
Submiſſion, and Obedience enjoin d by the 
Fifth 


at the- Univer fry. 85 


Fifth. Commandment. The Weighty and In- 
ceſſant Cares, which unavoidably attend a 
Crown, are at leaſt. proportionable to the 
Dignity and Grandeur of it ; and This is 
One of the Beſt Helps that We can contri- 


bute towards their Alleviation. What makes 


this Burden ſtill the Greater, and indeed al- 
moſt Inſupportable, is, That ſometimes it 
muſt be born under the Murmurs and Dif. 
contents of a Giddy, Prejudic'd, and Infa- 
tuated People: But Woe be ta Thoſe, by 
whom Such Offences came. I am well ſatiſ⸗ 
| fy'd, No Arguments are needſul to convince. 
You, That the Reform d Epiſcopal Church, 
Eſtabliſh'd in This Nation, and of Which 

You are a Member, is the Beſt-Conſtituted 
of any National Church upon Earth, and moſt. 
agreeable to the Ages of Pureſt Antiquity ; 
And I have good reaion to hope, That You | 
will never be wanting in a Due Reverence 
and Orderly Subjection to . Thoſe proper 
Hy 4, of Divine Inſtitution, which hap- 
pily pretide over it; and Whom, both the 
Sacred Canon, and thoſe of Our Own Con- 
ſtitution, agreeable therewith, have oblig d 
You ſtrictly and conſciegtiouſſy to Obey. 
Yet 1 think it my Duty to caution You 
againſt the Rigid, Uncharitable, and almoſt 
Unchriſtian Sentiments of Some Few among 


Us ; n very far from Doing any Service 
to 
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to This Church, or to the General Intereſt 
of Religion, will ſcarce allow Our Proteſtant 


1 Brethren of the Reform d Churches Abroad, 


to ſhare in the Benefits of Common Chri- 
ſtianity. Very widely Different were the 
Noble Temper and Sentiments of Thoſe 
truly Great and Learned Men, who began 
and perfefted the Happy Reformation in 
This Kingdom : And likewiſe, of the Many 
Judicious and Eminent Writers of Our Church, 
in the Laſt Age; who were both Worthy 
Advocates for, and Bright Ornaments to it. 
And, That the ſame Charitable and truly 
Chriſtian Sentiments ſtill ſurvive, to the Ho- 
nour of This Church and Nation, appear d 
from Thoſe Excellent, Amicable, and J may 
ſay, Endearing Letters, which, upon a Spe- 
eial Occaſion, paſs d, a Few Years ago, be- 
tween the Right Reverend then Lord Biſhop 
of London, the Venerable Univerſity of 29 
ford, and the Heads of the Eftabliſhd Church 
at Geneva. But I need go no farther for the 
Proof of Such a Chriſtian Latitude, than the 
Standing Service of Our Own Church: 
Wherein The Myſtical Body of Chriſt, is De- 
fin'd to be The Bleſſed Company of all Faith. 
ful People. This agrees with that Apoſtolical 
Benediction, Grace be with All Them that 
love Our Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity; [ 
e in Incorruption, or inviolabte Purity. 


. 


at t the Matetee SN 


And it 1s not to be doubted, but that, When 
the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, to gather and 
unite All His Sheep into One Fold, and to 
paſs a Final Sentence of Approbation upon 
Them; the Great Criterion, whereby He will 
Diſtinguiſh Them, will not be the Several 


Characters or Denominations by which They. 
have been known in This World, but That 


They have truly Believd, Loud, and Obeyd 


Hi Goſpel. Thus I have both endeavour'd 
to cheriſh in You the Higheſt Deference 


that can be, to Our Happy Eccleſiaſtical 


Conſtitution, and to the true Honour of it; 


and, at the ſame Time, to guard You againſt 


Such ill- grounded Prejudices and Raſhneſs of 


judgment, as would not only reflect the 


greateſt Diſparagement on the Beſt-Temperd 
National Church in the whole World, but 


virtually tend to the Renouncing of Chri- 
ſtianity it ſelf; whoſe Bleſſed Deſign, was 


to ſoſten the Roughneſs of Men's Natural 


Tempers, and to form Them into the Pi- 
vine Likeneſs 3 by uniting Them, upon the 
moſt Endearing Principles, to God and. to 


Each Other; and Whoſe Genuine Fruits are 


Love, Foy, Peace, Gentleneſs, _— Faith 
me Cc Oaks 7 | 


= ba 
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As to the Other Part of Your Obedience, 
which relates to the Civil Power : I am 
fully fatisfy'd of Your ſteady Affection to the 
Preſent Happy Settlement of the Crown ; and 
that You will eſteem it ſuch a Bleſſing, as 
cannot be Over-valud: Eſpecially, when 


You conſider, That tis as Eaſie to unite Fire 


with Water, or Light with Darkneſs, as a 
Popiſh Head with Our Feclefraftical Eftabliſh- 
ment, Tis Our Great Happiness, (and may 
ir for ever continue ſo) to be freed from 
a Toke which neither We nor Our Fathers 
were able to bear: From a Feligion, foun- 


ded in Tgnorance, nouriſh'd up by Blind Su- 


perſtition, and ſupported by Slavery: A Re- 
ligion, full of Contradictions and the Groſ- 


ſeſt Abſurdities: Which deals with Mankind, 


as the Lordly Philiſtines did with Sampſon; 
Firſt puts out Their Eyes, and then conſigns 
Them over to the perpetnal Drudgery of 
Grinding at Their Mill. I have livd to fee 
ſuch a dreadful Cloud, of worſe than Egyp- 
tian Darkneſs and Bondage, hanging over 


Our Heads: And I can never forget, withi 
what a Tranſport of Wonder and Joy, the 
Whole Nation, as it were unanimouſly, em- 


bracd the Return of their Religious and 
Civil Properties, as Life from the Dead ; 
and, in a Deep Senſe of their Common 
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Fſeipe, vow'd to bury in Oblivion all Pri- 

vate Piques, Unkind Jealouſies, and Party- 
Diſtinctions, as the ſureſt Way to ſtrengthen 
and unite Them in One Common and In- 
ſeparable - Intereſt; But, How little They 
have ſince obſerv d thoſe Good Reſolutions, 
is fad to conſider. If the General Precepts 
of Chriſtianity, and the Particular Doctrines 
of Our Church, did not oblige Us, in a Di- 
ſtinguiſhing and Eminent Manner, to Fear 
God, and Honour the King ; Our Own Inte- 
reſt would be a very Strong and inſupera- 
rable Motive to that Univerſal Duty : Whilſt 

We have any true Love for Our Selves, Our 
Church, or Our Countrey. Neither is Your 
Obedience limited to Matters purely Civil : 
For You are further ſtrictly oblig'd, both 
by the Eſtabliſhd Laws of This Realm, and 
by the ſettl'd Canons of Our Church, ſince the 
Bleſſed Reformation, ſincerely to acknowledge 
and pray for the Xing's Majeſty, as the Su- 

preme Head and Governour on Earth, in All 
Cauſes of an Eccleſiaſtical Nature, as well as 
Civil; and- conſequently, You are bound 
in a Regular Way, to yield a Willing and 
Chearful Obedience to Him as Such. And, 
indeed, What greater Happineſs can there 
be in This World, than to have that Ho- 
ly Religion, which We ought to efteem the 
Higheſt Bleſſing on this Side of Heaven, to- 
8 5 1 a 


Civil — to which We oy God 


. mn — — — — 
rr : 


e with Our Temporal Eftates and A 
vil Rights, inviolably ſecurd to Us, by the 


Same Excellent Laws which guard the Pre. 
 rogative of the Crown > To have Thoſe 


Laws Themſelves, not Arbitrarily Diſpens'd 
with, but duly Honourd, Confulted and 


Obſervd, as the Eſtabliſh'd Rule, both of 


Government and Subjection 2 To have no Fear 
of Invaſions, either of Our Properties at 


Home, or of Enemies from Abroad : No 


Leading into Captivity ; No Juſt Cauſe of 
Complaining in Our Streets? Happy then is the 
People who are in Such a Caſe : Tea, Happy u 


that Nation whoſe God is the Lord. Nothing 
is more ſure, than That Our Own Divifions 


and Animoſities, Our Murmuring and Uncha- | 
ritable Provocations, are the Only Obſtacle 
to Our being the Eaſieſt, the Freeſt, and the 
Happieſt People in the Univerſe. And ſince _ 
Religion has, of all Things, the greateſt Influ- 

ence upon National Bleflings:;. Since the Hap- 
py Deſign of it was To bring Glory to God 
in the Higheſt, by Eſtabliſhing Peace on Barth, 
and Good Will both towards, and among Men ; 
Since the Commiſſion We derive from Him, 


who was the Bleſſed Miniſter, as well as the 


Mediator of Peace, obliges Us to a Conſcien- 


tious Endeavour, as far as in Us lies, to 


promote the Peace of the Church, and of the 


Al- 


os * 
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Almighty grant, That We may All, in Our 
ſeveral Stations and Capacities, ſo wiſely diſ- 
cern and proſecute the Things which make for 
Peace and mutual Edification; as to give a 
Check to the Impetuous Torrent of Immo- 
rality, and all Other Harbingers of Atheiſm, 
which ſeems to be more and more breaking 
in upon Us: So that Unanimity, Gratitude 
and Friendſhip, Peace, Truth, and Righteouſ- 
nels, may be the Stability of Our Times: And 
This Church, which has been deſervedly 
eſteem'd the Chief Bulwark of Reform d Chri- 


fendom, may continue to have a Name and 


Praiſe in the Earth, till Time ſhall be no 
more. 


Suck are the Invariable Sentiments, Such 
the Earneſt Wiſhes, and Such the moſt De- 
lightful Hopes of 


Your very . F AT HER. 


Decent Io, 
1724. | 
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